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^We  need  more  discrimination" 

NH  to  Vote  on 
Gay  Foster  Care 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

CONCORD,  NH  —  For  the 
second  year  in  a  row,  a  bill  at¬ 
tacking  the  rights  of  lesbians 
and  gay  parents  and  child  care 
workers  will  be  voted  on  by  the 
legislature  here. 

The  proposed  legislation 
would  prohibit  lesbians  and  gay 
men  from  adopting  children 
and  becoming  foster  parents. 
Foster  children  currently  in  the 
homes  of  lesbians  or  gay  men 
would  be  removed.  The  bill 
also  includes  a  clause  that  was 
not  in  last  year’s  bill  to  prohibit 
lesbians  and  gay  men  from  be¬ 
ing  directors  of  day  care 
centers. 

Following  an  unfavorably 
recommendation  by  the  judic¬ 
ial  committee  earlier  this 
month,  the  bill  is  schelduled  to 


be  voted  on  by  the  House  on 
February  26. 

The  bill’s  sponsor.  Rep. 
Mildred  Ingram,  is  known  for 
her  adamantly  anti-gay  stance. 
In  last  year’s  hearing  on  the  bill 
she  asked  homosexuals  to 
“abandon  their  unnatural  way 
of  life . . .  and  marry  a  nice  girl 
and  have  children  on  their 
own.’’  She  added,  “God 
created  man  and  woman,  and  I 
can’t  think  of  a  better  arrange¬ 
ment,  can  you?’’ 

While  last  year’s  bill  was 
squelched  in  the  House,  lesbian 
and  gay  activists  are  not  certain 
of  its  defeat  this  year.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Ellen  Musinsky,  a 
member  of  the  Citizens’ 
Alliance  for  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Continued  on  page  3 
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Mass.  Civil  Rights  Act 
Applied  to  Gay  Bashing 

By  Kim  Westheimer 


BOSTON  —  For  the  first  time  in 
state  history  the  Massachusetts 
Civil  Rights  Act  was  used  suc¬ 
cessfully  in  the  prosecution  of  a 
gay  bashing  case.  Three  more  men 
will  be  tried  for  gay  bashing  under 
the  statute  in  the  near  future. 

The  Civil  Rights  Act  has  tradi¬ 
tionally  been  used  in  attacks  due  to 
race  and  sex.  An  attempt  to  use  the 
Act  by  two  gay  men  who  were  as¬ 
saulted  on  a  subway  train  last  year 
failed.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  29) 

People  convicted  of  violating 
the  Act  are  subject  to  greater 
penalties  than  those  whose  crimes 
are  not  found  to  be  motivated  by 
bigotry. 

A  first  in  the  state 

According  to  Detective  Brian 
Flynn  of  the  Boston  Police  Com¬ 
munity  Disorders  Unit  (CDU), 
which  is  responsible  for  invest¬ 
igating  civil  rights  violations,  the 
first  defendant  to  be  held  accoun¬ 


table  for  gay  bashing  under  the 
Act  is  a  thirteen-year-old  boy  who 
was  accused  of  the  December  stab¬ 
bing  of  a  gay  man  in  the  South 
End.  The  boy’s  case  was  heard  in 
Boston  Juvenile  Court  during  the 
weeks  of  February  9  and  February 
16. 

Judge  Roderick  Ireland  ruled 
that  the  boy  had  committed  bat¬ 
tery  with  a  dangerous  weapon, 
assault  with  intention  to  murder 
and  a  civil  rights  violation.  The 
civil  rights  violation  was  levied 
because  the  boy  called  the  gay  man 
marcion  —  Spanish  for  “faggot.’’ 

The  attorney  for  the  boy  has  ap¬ 
pealed  the  judge’s  decision.  A  date 
for  a  jury  trial  has  not  yet  been  set. 

Ellen  Donahue,  the  assistant 
district  attorney  in  the  case,  said 
the  judge  did  not  give  a  sentence  to 
the  boy  because  it  was  clear  that 
his  attorney  would  appeal  any 
decision. 

Another  defendant  in  the  case. 


Julio  Robles,  will  be  tried  in 
Boston  Municipal  Court.  Robles, 
who  is  charged  with  assault  and 
battery  with  intent  to  murder,  will 
also  be  subject  to  penalties  under 
the  Civil  Rights  Act. 

The  gay  man,  who  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment,  was  serious¬ 
ly  injured  in  the  attack.  The 
thirteen-year-old  allegedly  cut  him 
in  the  chin  and  stabbed  him  in  the 
back,  puncturing  his  lung,  and 
chipping  a  rib.  The  knife  came 
within  an  inch  of  the  man’s  spine. 

We’ve  won  already 

Another  two  men  are  scheduled 
to  be  tried  in  Roxbury  District 
Court  on  February  25  on  charges  of 
assault  and  battery  and  civil  rights 
violations. 

Jason  Schneider  was  attacked 
by  two  young  men  in  September  of 
1986  about  a  block  from  his  apart- 

Continued  on  page  2 


Fighting  AIDS  in  Nashville  Means  Fighting 
Closets  and  Conservatism 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

NASHVILLE,  TN  —  The  ef¬ 
fort  to  combat  AIDS/ARC  pro¬ 
ceeds  with  varying  degrees  of 
sophistication  in  the  large, 
metropolitan  areas  of  the  United 
States.  Smaller  cities  have  also 
rallied  forces,  though  less  visibly 
lesbian/gay  communities  and 
more  conservative  attitudes  may 
hinder  some  attempts  to  secure 
funds,  offer  preventative  educa¬ 
tion  and  provide  direct  services  for 
people  with  AIDS/ARC.  But  six 
years  into  the  epidemic,  increasing 
public  recognition  of  the  scope  of 
the  crisis  and  its  impact  on  all  com- 
munities  brings  increasing 
mobilization. 

One  Example: 

Nashville,  Tennessee 

Nashville  (pop.  450,000)  is^  a 
boom  town,  if  civic  boosters,  in¬ 
dustrial  magnates  and  the  Wall 
Street  Journal  can  be  believed. 
The  fastest  growing  southern  mec- 
ca  since  Atlanta,  it’s  renowned  as  a 
hub  of  the  music  industry  and  now 
boasts  a  rise  in  TV  and  film  pro¬ 
duction  as  well:  it  gains  increasing 
importance  as  the  “third  coast”  of 
the  entertainment  industry.  Anti¬ 
labor  laws  favorable  to  business 
expansion  are  encouraging  rapid 
development  —  a  strange  mix  of 
thriving  yuppiedom  and  old-time 
“genteel”  conservatisim  smack  in 
the  middle  of  the  bible  belt.  Still  a 
city  of  segregated  neighborhoods, 
Nashville  was  a  hotbed  of  civil 
rights  activism  in  the  ’50s  and  ’60s 
and  Black  colleges  and  churches 
flourish.  Generally  speaking,  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  maintain  a  very 
low  profile. 

To  date,  about  80  people  have 
been  diagnosed  with  AIDS  in 
Nashville;  three-quarters  have 
died.  The  figures  are  expected  to 
double  within  a  year,  and  they 
have  annually  since  two  initial 
AIDS  diagnoses  in  1981.  Cor¬ 
responding  with  statistics 
elsewhere  in  the  United  States, 
about  70  percent  of  the  cases  have 
been  among  gay  or  bisexual  men 
and  about  35  percent  among  peo¬ 


ple  of  color.  Fewer  cases  than 
average  are  occurring  among  IV 
drug  users,  and  no  pediatric  AIDS 
cases  have  been  reported  in  middle 
Tennessee. 

All  of  these  statistics  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  alter,  however,  as  they 


are  altering  in  nearly  all  demo¬ 
graphic  areas.  Until  now,  most 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  in 
Nashville  were  living  in  New  York 
or  California  and,  following 
diagnosis,  came  home  to  be  among 
friends  and  family.  State  epidem¬ 
iologist  Gary  Swinger,  who  has 
been  tracking  all  cases  of  AIDS  in 
Tennessee,  now  fears  that  an  in¬ 
creasing  number  of  persons  will 
contract  AIDS  from  other  state 
residents.  He  reports  that  in  Ten¬ 
nessee,  progress  of  the  disease  is 
three  to  four  years  behind  that  of 
large  urban  areas.  Similarly,  pub¬ 
lic  awareness  and  concern  about 
AIDS  prevention  is  less  advanced. 

“People  don’t  think  AIDS  will 
happen  here,”  says  Nashvillian 
Jaan  Sturgis,  “but  it  is  happening. 
This  is  not  a  profound  statement 
—  people  are  dying  here  like  they 
are  everywhere.  We  fear  that 
middle-sized  towns  like  Nashville 
will  be  the  next  wave  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic.” 

Sturgis  works  as  an  ad¬ 
ministrative  assistant  for  Nashville 
CARES  (Council  on  AIDS 
Resources,  Education  and  Ser¬ 
vices),  a  non-profit  community 
group  of  about  100  volunteers 
dedicated  to  fighting  AIDS/ARC. 
He  and  CARES  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor  Janet  Pierce  are  the  only  two 
paid  staff  in  all  of  Tennessee  work¬ 
ing  with  AIDS  direct  service 
groups.  First  organized  in  August 


1985,  they  operated  out  of  a  heater 
closet  equipped  with  a  phone  at 
the  local  Metropolitan  Communi¬ 
ty  Church  (MCC).  Now  with  their 
own  office  and  an  annual  budget 
of  about  $90,000  they  feel  relative¬ 
ly  well-endowed;  fledgling  AIDS 


organizations  in  Knoxville,  Mem¬ 
phis,  Chatanooga  and  Johnson  Ci¬ 
ty,  Tennessee  have  made  less  pro¬ 
gress  in  their  respective  com¬ 
munities.  But  all  of  these  groups 
share  the  hope  that  immediate, 
multi-cultural  efforts  at  prevent¬ 


ative  education  will  hold  off  the 
rapid  spread  of  AIDS  that  is  now 
threatening  smaller  towns. 

Says  Pierce,  a  former  pastor  of 
the  MCC,  “A  year-and-a-half 
ago,  mainly  through  the  prodding 
of  one  individual,  we  realized  that 


AIDS  was  going  to  be  a  problem  in 
Nashville.  We  thought  that  if  we 
were  trained  and  ready  to  deal  with 
it,  we  might  be  able  to  make  an  im¬ 
pact  through  education,  through 
encouraging  safe  sex.  Since 
Nashville  doesn’t  have  a  highly 


structured  gay  community,  for  an 
organization  to  survive  it  needed 
to  be  identified  solely  as  an  AIDS 
group.  We  didn’t  want  homosex¬ 
uality  to  get  used  as  a  red  herring 
to  distract  people  from  the  issue  of 
AIDS.” 

So  since  its  inception,  Nashville 
CARES  has  aggressively  sought 
diversity  among  its  board  mem¬ 
bers  and  volunteers.  Many  of  the 
original  organizers  were  lesbians 
and  gay  men  connected  with  the 
MCC  and/or  health  care  and 
social  service  agencies.  When  the 
first  official  board  of  directors 
was  convened  in  January  1986, 
they  extended  outreach  to  suc¬ 
cessfully  include  a  balanced  mix  of 
women  and  men,  people  of  color, 
and  representatives  from  legal, 
medical  ethics,  religious  and  finan¬ 
cial  communities.  They  tried  to 
maintain  the  original  purpose  of 
Continued  on  page  3 


Calif.  Upholds  Job 
Protection  for  PWAs 


By  Kim  Westheimer 
VENTURA,  CA  —  Persons 
with  AIDS  must  not  be  dis¬ 
criminated  against  by  employers, 
according  to  a  unanimous  decision 
by  the  California  Fair  Employ¬ 
ment  and  Housing  Commission. 
On  February  10,  the  seven-person 
commission  ordered  Raytheon, 
one  of  the  largest  defense  contrac¬ 
tors  in  the  U.  S.,  to  pay  $4,359.60 
to  the  estate  of  John  Chadboume. 

Formerly  a  Raytheon  quality 
control  analyst,  Chadboume  was 
barred  from  returning  to  work  in 
1984  because  upper  management 
beleived  that  he  might  transmit 
AIDS  to  other  employers  through 
casual  contact.  Chadboume’s  case 
was  pursued  by  National  Gay 
Rights  Advocates  (NGRA). 
Chadboume  died  of  AIDS- 


related  cancer  in  January  of  1985. 

The  Commission’s  ruling  con¬ 
tradicts  the  U.  S.  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment  memo  issued  last  year  which 
okayed  AIDS  discrimination  if  an 
employer  “believes”  that  a  person 
with  AIDS  poses  a  threat  to  other 
workers. 

Although  the  Commission  did 
not  impose  punitive  damages  on 
Raytheon,  they  implied  that  in  the 
future  discriminatory  companies 
would  be  subjected  to  such 
charges,  according  to  Jean 
O’Leary,  Executive  Director  of 
NGRA.  Punitive  damages  were 
not  awarded  in  this  case  because 
the  Commission  ruled  that  in  1 984, 
Raytheon  had  a  reasonable  right 
to  believe  that  AIDS  could  be 
transmitted  in  the  workplace,  said 


O’Leary. 

The  ruling  is  a  major  victory, 
said  O’Leary,  because  “it  shows 
that  through  administrative  pro¬ 
cedures  and  courts  we  will  be  able 
to  enact  these  kind  of  protections 
[for  people  with  AIDS].”  Such 
precedent  is  doubly  important  for 
California  because  state  legislation 
which  would  have  guaranteed  pro¬ 
tections  for  people  with  AIDS  was 
vetoed  by  Governor  George 
Deukmejian. 

Chadbourne’s  estate  isbeing  ad¬ 
ministered  by  Joyce  Harris  and 
Ann  Woods,  a  lesbian  couple  who 
cared  for  Chadboume  during  his 
illness. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


There  "s  a  lot  of  apathy ,  if  not  divisiveness  here. 
Just  an  overall  conservatism.  People  are  afraid  of 
losing  their  jobs  if  they  come  out,  which  may  be 
true  in  some  cases  but  it"s  not  totally  founded.  ” 
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News  Notes — r- 

quote  of  the  week 

“He  [Liberace]  had  this  idea  that  no  one  in 
America  knew  he  was  a  homosexual.” 

—  Michael  Segell,  commenting  on 
the  late  pianist’s  efforts  to  deny  he  was  gay,  up  to  the 
last  days  of  his  life  suffering  from  AIDS,  People 
magazine,  February  16,  1987.  Segell  had  worked  with 
Liberace  on  a  biography  that  was  reportedly  abandon¬ 
ed,  at  least  in  part,  because  the  flamboyant  showman 
objected  to  hints  about  his  sexual  preference. 


proud  to  be  a  breeder 

VANCOUVER  —  “Born  to  Breed”  buttons 
and  a  “Proud  to  be  a  Breeder”  dance  were  among  the 
highlights  of  Heterosexual  Week  at  the  University  of 
BC 

The  December  event,  sponsored  by  the  Sigma 
Chi  fraternity,  was  billed  as  a  parody  of  the  Gay/Les¬ 
bian  Pride  Week  of  the  previous  month.  According  to 
Angles,  members  of  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  UBC 
(GLUBC)  initially  believed  statements  by  organizers 
of  Heterosexual  Week  that  the  week  would  contribute 
to  the  “breakdown  of  sexual  stereotypes.” 

“We  were  wrong,”  said  Tanis  Sugden,  of  GLUBC. 
“We  gave  them  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  and  they  fail¬ 
ed  to  stop  the  event  from  becoming  an  anti¬ 
homosexual  festival.” 

Following  the  “Proud  to  be  a  Breeder”  dance,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  break  into  GLUBC’s  offices.  A 
notice  board,  which  included  information  about  gay 
and  lesbian  events,  was  taken  from  the  office’s  doors. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


delta  agrees  to  aids  group’s  demands 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  national  boycott  against 
Delta  Airlines  was  called  off  two  weeks  ago  when  the 
S.  F.-based  Mobilization  Against  AIDS  announced 
that  the  air  carrier  had  agreed  to  all  four  of  the  group’s 
demands. 

According  to  the  San  Francisco  Sentinel,  Delta 
agreed  to: 

1.  Publicly  apologize  for  repesentatives  who 
argued  that  gay  men  killed  in  airline  crashes  have 
lives  of  less  “value”  than  other  people,  because  gay 
men  might  have  AIDS;  and  formally  declare  that 
neither  the  company  nor  any  of  its  representatives 
wiii  ever  make  such  statements  again. 

2.  Establish  a  policy  that  people  with  HIV  infec¬ 
tion  are  welcome  as  passengers  on  Delta  and  that 
any  person  with  HIV  infection  who  is  in  the  judgment 
of  that  person’s  physician  able  to  travel  unaccom¬ 
panied  will  be  allowed  to  do  so. 

3.  Honor  its  1986  commitment  to  educate  Delta 
Airlines  employees  about  AIDS  by  contracting  with 
AIDS  education  experts  to  create  an  appropriate  pro¬ 
gram. 

4.  Make  a  gesture  of  support  to  the  national 
struggle  to  end  AIDS,  as  a  means  of  offsetting  the  ef¬ 
fort  and  funds  expended  to  correct  Delta’s  past  ac¬ 
tions. 

—  Kathryn  Diaz 


Delta  responds  to  community  outcry  at  a  S.F.  press 
conference  last  fall  after  the  airline  prohibited  a  man 
with  AIDS,  Mark  Sigers,  from  boarding  a  flight  in 
August. 


Mass.  Civil  Rights  Act 

Continued from  page  I 


Harry  Britt 


britt  to  run  for  congress 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Openly  gay  city  supervisor 
Harry  Britt  announced  his  candidacy  for  California’s 
5th  District  seat  in  the  U.  S.  House  of  Representatives 
on  February  10. 

Britt,  a  democrat,  stated  at  the  noontime  press 
conference  at  City  Hall  that  fighting  AIDS  would  be 
his  highest  priority  as  a  member  of  Congress. 

A  special  election  for  the  5th  District  seat, 
vacated  when  Rep.  Sala  Burton  died  of  cancer  earlier 
this  month,  will  be  held  April  7. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


Gay  activists  acclaim  Britt’s  run  for  Congress  at 
press  conference,  S.F.  City  Hall,  Feb.  10. 


blue  cross  covered  experimental  aids 
treatment 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  People  with  AIDS  and  ARC 
are  watching  the  case  of  a  California  man  whose 
Blue  Cross  insurance  policy  paid  for  an  ARC  treat¬ 
ment  not  approved  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Administra¬ 
tion  (FDA).  Bruce  Siiva  was  reimbursed  for  “ex- 
perimentai”  transfer  factor  treatments  for  ARC.  The 
intravenous  treatments,  which  cost  $170  each  time, 
are  painful  but  are  believed  to  strengthen  the  immune 
system. 

After  four  months  of  negotiation,  Silva  received 
payment  from  Blue  Cross.  However,  Blue  Cross  cau¬ 
tions  against  seeing  the  coverage  as  a  change  in 
policy.  According  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter,  Kathleen 
Hawes,  a  spokesperson  for  Blue  Cross,  said  that  the 
payments  were  “in  error,”  and  the  comapny  has  simp¬ 
ly  decided  not  to  attempt  to  recover  the  money 
already  paid.  She  said  Blue  Cross  “will  not  be  contin¬ 
uing  in  paying  for  future  services  of  this  sort.”  She 
emphasized,  “This  is  not  to  be  considered  a 
precedent-setting  ruling.”  However,  Silva’s  lawyer, 
Katharine  Franke,  remains  optimistic.  “This  will 
make  it  easier  for  the  next  person  even  if  their  policy 
says  only  FDA  approved  treatments  are  covered.” 

—  Sharon  Haase 


women  of  “bad  habits” 

MONTEREY,  ^Mexico  —  Two  women  of  “bad 
habits”  were  apprehended  here  after  they  were 
caught  performing  “acts  of  sexuai  deviation”  in  a  car. 
According  to  El  Special  via  Womanews,  the  official 
police  report  says  that  both  women  were  found 
almost  naked  and  that  they  were  “into  a  reai  sexual 
orgy”  inside  the  automobile,  on  a  public  street. 

When  the  women,  Maria  de  los  Angeles  Martinez 
Gonzales  and  Diana  Laura  Caballero,  were  caught, 
they  told  the  police  that  they  were  “well  to  do”  women 
whose  reputations  would  suffer  if  they  were  not  let 
off.  The  women  then  offered  the  patrolmen  a  "mor- 
dida”  of  20  thousand  pesos  to  set  them  free. 

At  the  local  precinct,  de  los  Angeles  told  the 
authorities  she  and  Caballero  had  only  been 
celebrating  their  upcoming  marriage. 

—  Kathryn  Diaz 


judge  denies  visitation  to  iesbian.mom 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO  —  A  divorced  lesbian  mother 
has  been  denied  overnight  visitation  rights  with  her 
children  while  she  lives  with  her  iover.  According  to 
off  our  backs.  Judge  Jack  E.  Grant  ruled  that  it  was 
not  “in  the  best  interests  of  the  chiidren”  to  allow 
such  visitation  because  homosexuality  is  a  crime  in 
Missouri.  The  lesbian’s  attorney  said  the  court’s  deci¬ 
sion  seriously  limits  the  rights  of  lesbian  and  gay 
parents  in  the  state. 

—  Kathryn  Diaz 


saudi  women  get  revenge 

RIYADH,  Saudi  Arabia  —  Women  here  appear  to 
be  exacting  revenge  for  being  relegated  to  the  back  of 
the  bus.  According  to  Lesbian  Connection,  buses 
have  back  entrances  for  women  leading  to  a  walled-in 
femaie  section.  The  driver,  being  a  man,  must  stay  up 
front,  making  it  easy  for  women  to  board  and  disem¬ 
bark  without  paying  the  fare. 

The  Saudi  Pubiic  Transportation  Company  suf¬ 
fered  a  drastic  reduction  in  fares  collected  last  year 
—  they  say  Saudi  women  are  to  blame. 

—  Kathryn  Diaz 


fag  rag  does  it  again! 

BOSJON  —  Fag  Rag  is  (finally)  coming  out 
(again)!  Issue  #44  features  “Revolutionary  Love  in 
Centrai  America,”  “Rezabek’s  Drawings  and  Poems 
from  the  Pen,”  “Hakim  Bey’s  China  Sea  Postcards,” 
“Four  Pieces  of  Freddie  Greenfieid,”  and  “Sequins 
and  Switchbiades,”  a  history  of  the  GCN  fire  with  an 
appreciation  of  John  Wieners’  poetry  by  Charley 
Shively,  and  much,  much  more  (my  dears,  if  you  oniy 
knew!).  Don’t  miss  this  trashy  edge  of  faggot  kulcha. 
Availabie  (!)  from:  Fag  Rag  (or  FR,  if  you  prefer).  Box 
331,  Kenmore  Station,  Boston,  MA  02215.  FREE  to 
prisoners  (please  check  to  see  if  you  can  get  lewd 
stuff  through  your  mailroom  before  asking);  $4  to  out¬ 
siders  (cheap  at  haif  the  price!). 

—  Mike  Riegle 

—  news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi 


merit  in  the  Fenway  area. 
Schneider  said  that  before  striking 
him,  one  of  the  men  asked,  “Are 
you  a  faggot,  or  what?” 

Schneider  immediately  reported 
the  incident  to  the  police,  who  he 
said,  “convinced  me  to  be  angry 
enough  to  look  for  the  guys.”  The 
officers  and  Schneider  found  the 
men  on  the  same  day. 

“The  CDU  contacted  me  on  the 
next  day,”  said  Schneider.  Two 
officers  met  with  him  to  talk  about 
filing  a  civil  rights  complaint 
against  his  assailants. 

“1  feel  like  we’ve  won  already,” 
said  Schneider  of  his  case.  ‘“At 


least  the  police  department  is  willing 
to  look  at  this  as  a  civil  rights  issue. 
Two  years  ago  they  wouldn’t 
have.” 

Schneider  attributed  the  police’s 
willingness  to  view  gay  bashing  as 
a  civil  rights  infraction  to  the  high 
visibility  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  over  the  past  couple  of 
years,  due  partially  to  AIDS. 
“We’re  becoming  less  and  less 
mysterious  [as]  we’re  coming  into 
the  limelight.”  In  addition,  said 
Schneider,  “As  a  community 
we’re  evolving  to  a  point  where 
we’re  willing  to  come  out  publicly 
and  say  we’ve  had  enough.” 


Keeping  up  the  pressure 

Reports  of  anti-lesbian  and  -gay 
violence  have  increased  substan¬ 
tially  in  the  last  few  weeks,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Joyce  Collier  of  the  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center’s 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery 
Plan.  “I  think  people  are  feeling 
more  support  within  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  and  outside,” 
said  Collier.  Recent  media  atten¬ 
tion  as  well  as  Mayor  Flynn’s  an¬ 
nouncement  that  the  CDU  would 
investigate  and  document  violence 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men  have 
all  contributed  to  this,  she  said. 

The  health  center  and  the 


Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance  have  tentatively  proposed 
that  documentation  of  cases  be 
coordinated  by  the  health  center. 

The  Alliance  is  hoping  to 
revamp  the  lesbian  and  gay  sen¬ 
sitivity  training  program  for  police 
cadets  by  May  of  this  year.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  according  to  Alliance  Chair 
Will  Hutchinson,  they  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  press  for  hiring  of  openly 
lesbian  and  gay  police  officers. 

“They’re  getting  more  coop¬ 
erative  throughout  the  criminal 
justice  system,”  said  Hutchinson. 
“We’re  getting  signals  from  the 
Attorney  General’s  ofice  and  the 


District  Attorney  that  they’re 
looking  for  test  cases  [to  use  the 
civil  rights  law  in  cases  of  gay 
bashing].” 

Lesbians  or  gay  men  who  have 
been  threatened,  harassed  or 
assaulted  can  call  Joyce  Collier  or 
Lee  Ellenberg  of  the  Victim 
Recovery  Program  at  (617) 
267-7573.  In  addition  to  documen¬ 
ting  such  cases,  the  program  offers 
counseling  services  and  advocacy 
for  individuals  who  wish  to  pursue 
their  cases  in  court. 
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AIDS  activists  emphasize  risk  of  discrimination 


Conn.  Mulls  over  Release  of  PWA  Names 


By  Ben  Robbins 
HARTFORD,  CT  —  The  Con¬ 
necticut  Health  Services  Depart¬ 
ment  is  considering  releasing  the 
names  of  people  with  AIDS 
(PWAs)  to  local  health  officials. 
Local  officials  claim  they  need  the 
names  to  monitor  the  actions  of 
PWAs  and  to  better  target  funding 
and  education.  AIDS  activists 


have  registered  sharp  opposition 
to  the  plan,  saying  education  and 
funding  can  be  provided  without 
surseillance  and  emphasizing  the 
risk  of  discrimination  against 
those  whose  confidentiality  is 
breached. 

According  to  statistics  compiled 
by  the  Centers  for  Disease  Con¬ 


trol,  there  were  187  PWAs  in  the 
state  as  of  February  9.  Intravenous 
drug  users  constitute  nearly  half  of 
all  new  AIDS  cases  in  Connecti¬ 
cut,  according  to  Health  Services 
Department  spokeswoman  Wanda 
Rickerby. 

The  department’s  official  policy 
concerning  sexually  transmittable 


Nashville’s  Responses  to  AIDS 

Continued  from  page  I 


educating  high  risk  communities 
first  while  presenting  a  gay¬ 
positive  —  if  somewhat  cautious 
—  approach  to  the  general  public. 

Pierce  notes  that  early  efforts  to 
combat  AIDS/ARC  in  California 
and  New  York  had  a  white  gay 
male  public  profile,  and  assumed  a 
degree  of  acceptance  that  she  feels 
would  not  hold  true  for  much  of 
middle  America.  “In  Nashville,” 
she  explained,  “we  clearly  identify 
as  an  autonomous  social  service 
agency  offering  general  compas¬ 
sion  in  a  time  of  crisis.  I  believe 
we’re  doing  exciting  things  that 
will  be  used  as  models  for  other 
cities  our  size.  This  is  not  to  dis¬ 
count  the  help  from  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  —  many  of  our  volunteers 
are  gay  and  our  most  successful 
fund-raising  has  occurred  in  the 
gay  bars.  But  politically,  it’s  more 
effective  here  to  identify  as  a 
human  services  group  with  diverse 
members.” 

Pierce  added  that  in  the  South, 
many  gay  men  are  closeted  and 
themselves  prefer  this  careful  ap¬ 
proach  to  fighting  AIDS/ARC. 
She  does,  however,  also  acknow¬ 
ledge  accompanying  problems. 
For  example,  whereas  the  nation¬ 
wide  mortality  rate  for  PWAs  is 
about  50  percent,  nearly  75  per¬ 
cent  of  PWAs  in  Nashville  have 
died.  Pierce  suspects  that  being 
closeted,  fearing  discrimination 
and/or  denying  the  possibility  of 
having  AIDS  may  lead  to  late 
diagnosis  and,  consequently,  fast¬ 
er  death.  Also,  places  to  go  for 
diagnosis  and  treatment  are  not  as 
easily  identifiable.  That  is  chang¬ 
ing  now  through  the  effort  of 
Nashville  CARES,  but  the  town’s 
conservative  tenor  does  not  always 


embrace  those  who  part  from  con¬ 
vention. 

Sturgis  expressed  frustration 
nonetheless  with  the  cautiousness 
of  Nashville’s  lesbian/gay  com¬ 
munity.  “There’s  a  lot  of  apathy, 
if  not  divisiveness  here,”  he  says. 
“Just  an  overall  conservatism. 
People  are  afraid  of  losing  their 
jobs  if  they  come  out,  which  may 
be  true  in  some  cases,  but  it’s  not 
totally  founded.” 

He  explained  that  a  very  active 
and  political  group  called  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Gay  Coalition  (TGC),  com¬ 
prised  equally  of  women  and  men, 
had  flourished  in  Nashville 
through  the  late  ’70s,  uniting  par¬ 
ticularly  during  the  heyday  of 
Anita  Bryant.  But  the  group  has 
floundered  since  1981.  Because  of 
the  recent  blacklash  against  gay 
people,  probably  due  in  part  to 
hostility  around  AIDS,  former 
TGC  members  are  now  instigating 
moves  to  rekindle  their  organiza¬ 
tion.  Particularly,  consternation 
has  arisen  over  numerous  arrests  in 
city  parks,  primarily  of  gay  men, 
for  allegedly  “soliciting  crimes 
against  nature.”  The  local  news¬ 
paper  prints  the  names  of  those  ar¬ 
rested  and,  according  to  Sturgis,  in 
these  instances  job  loss  and  com¬ 
munity  censure  are  indeed  very 
serious  problems. 

In  such  a  reactionary  climate, 
discrimination  against  PWAs  re¬ 
mains  an  overwhelming  concern. 
Since  most  Nashvillian  PWAs 
have,  in  essence,  come  home  to 
die,  securing  housing  and  employ¬ 
ment  has  thus  far  presented  a  less 
urgent  need.  But  emotional  sup¬ 
port  is  often  sorely  missed, 
especially  when  PWAs  feel  the 
isolation  of  hiding  their  condition. 


NH  Foster  Care  Bill 


Continued from  page  I 

Rights  (CALGR),  the  vote  could 
go  either  way. 

Musinsky  expressed  concern 
about  the  attention  given  to  the  bill 
by  New  Hampshire’s  Union 
Leader,  which  recently  ran  seven 
editorials  supporting  the  legisla¬ 
tion  in  a  three  week  period.  The 
editorials’  headlines  included, 
“To  Hell  with  the  Kids”  and 
“There’s  Nothing  Wrong  with 
Discrimination.”  “It  would  be  a 
sorry  upside  down  world  without 
discrimination,”  said  the  latter 
editorial.  “Truly  we  need  more  of 


Bill  filed  in  NH 

Bid  to  Ban  Gay  Blood 

By  Kim  Westheimer 

CONCORD,  NH  —  A  bill  to  prohibit  gay  and  lesbian 
blood  donors  has  been  filed  in  the  State  Senate.  The  bill’s  spon¬ 
sor,  Sen.  John  Chandler,  claims  that  the  legislation  would  pro¬ 
tect  blood  from  becoming  contaminated  with  the  HIV  virus. 

Chandler’s  bill  does  not  ban  blood  donations  from  in¬ 
travenous  drug  users,  hemophiliacs,  or  prostitutes,  all  of  whom 
are  classified  as  high-risk  groups  for  AIDS  by  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control. 

Chandler,  who  is  the  vice-chair  of  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee,  reportedly  told  the  committee  he  would  amend  the 
bill  to  “allow  a  homosexual  to  donate  blood  if  he  donates  all  of 
it . . . .  If  he  wanted  to  give  all  his  blood,  boy.  I’d  be  willing  to  let 
him.” 

The  bill  has  received  criticism  from  the  American  Red 
Cross,  state  health  officials  and  the  New  Hampshire  Citizens’ 
Alliance  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Nashville  CARES  offers  a  number 
of  support  programs  staffed  by 
trained  volunteers;  early  on, 
CARES  sought  help  from  existing 
AIDS  organizations  to  facilitate 
the  development  of  sensitive,  pro¬ 
fessional  services.  Programs  in¬ 
clude  support  groups,  a  buddy 
system,  hospital  and  home  visits, 
referral  services  and  varied  efforts 
at  community  education.  Though 
progress  has  undoubtedly  been 
made,  Sturgis  and  Pierce  both  ex¬ 
pressed  worry  that  safe  sex  has  not 
yet  become  a  must  in  the  minds  of 
Nashvillians,  gay  or  straight.  Their 
work  continues. 

“From  Our  Hearts  to 
Our  Community” 

On  February  14,  a  precedent¬ 
setting  event  occurred  in  Nashville 
—  a  Black  restaurant /bar  called 
the  Park  Avenue  Lounge  spon¬ 
sored  a  fundraiser  to  benefit 
Nashville  CARES.  A  club  known 
Continued  on  page  6 


diseases  mandates  release  of 
names  to  both  state  and  local  of¬ 
ficials.  But  the  department  has 
thus  far  declined  to  release  the 
names  of  PWAs.  Rickerby  told 
GCN,  “We’ve  been  acting  on  con¬ 
fidentiality,  because  we  feel  AIDS 
outranks  the  law.” 

Yet,  state  officials  have  yet  to 
formulate  clear  guidelines  on 
AIDS,  and  local  health  directors 
have  stepped  up  pressure  to  receive 
names  of  PWAs.  Rickerby  said 
that  while  she  believes  the  depart¬ 
ment  generally  favors  maintaining 
confidentiality,  local  officials  are 
arguing  close  surveillance  of 
.PWAs  is  necessary  “so  that 
federal  funding  can  be  distributed 
to  the  right  groups  for  educational 
services  and  counseling  services.” 
She  said  the  local  officials  also 
want  to  be  able  to  contact  indiv¬ 
iduals  who  have  had  intimate  rela¬ 
tions  with  PWAs  to  inform  them 
that  they  are  at  risk. 

J.  T.  Atkinson,  co-chair  of  the 
Hartford  AIDS  Project,  attacked 
the  proposed  surveillance  plan. 
“It’s  simply  tracking,  which  is  not 
a  very  appropriate  thing  to  do  at 
this  juncture.”  Atkinson  added 
that  “there  is  a  lot  of  concern 
[among  gay  groups]  of  individuals 
losing  their  rights  to  jobs  and  fair 
housing  once  their  names  are  dis¬ 
closed.  Unless  their  rights  are  ab¬ 
solutely  guaranteed,  [releasing 
names]  is  unfair.” 

Both  Atkinson  and  Rickerby 


noted  that  many  local  officials  are 
doctors  with  only  the  title  and 
part-time  status  of  health  director. 
Atkinson  stated  such  individuals 
may  be  uninformed  about  the  risks 
associated  with  release  of  names  of 
PWAs. 

Atkinson  also  criticized  of¬ 
ficials’  interest  in  tracking  over 
education,  calling  the  demand  for 
names  a  manifestation  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  of  “sexophobia”  that  char¬ 
acterizes  the  country’s  attitudes 
toward  sex  in  general. 

Connecticut’s  “sexophobia” 
may  be  of  particular  concern  given 
the  state’s  poor  record  of  AIDS- 
related  matters.  In  1983,  the  state 
legislature  responded  to  publicity 
about  an  alleged  prostitute  with 
AIDS  in  New  Haven  by  passing  a 
bill  to  give  local  boards  of  health 
the  authority  to  confine  a  person 
with  AIDS  who  poses  “a  substan¬ 
tial  threat  to  public  health.”  The 
alleged  prostitute  was  chained  to 
her  hospital  bed. 

Rickerby  told  GCN  that  the 
department  is  conducting  “ongo¬ 
ing  talks”  with  both  local  health 
directors  and  local  AIDS  task 
forces  about  the  release  of  names. 
She  said  a  final  decision  will  be 
delayed  because  the  current  State 
Health  Commissioner,  Douglas 
Lloyd,  is  leaving  the  post.  A  new 
commissioner  is  expected  to 
assume  responsibilities  in  early 
March. 

,  —  filed  from  Boston 


it,  not  based  on  hatred  and  bigotry 
but  based  on  decency  and  common 
sense.”  In  addition  to  supporting 
Ingram’s  bill,  this  editorial  praised 
efforts  to  make  English  the  official 
language  of  New  Hampshire. 

CAGLR,  as  well  as  the  state’s 
Women’s  Lobby,  is  encouraging 
members  to  call  their  represen¬ 
tatives  about  the  bill.  Musinsky 
said  they  have  spoken  to  the 
leadership  for  both  parties  who 
pledged  to  pass  the  word  they 
“want  the  bill  dead.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Community  activist  drew  support  group 

Artist  Maggy  Krebs  Dies 


BOSTON  —  Feminist  artist 
Maggy  Krebs  died  January  30, 
1987  at  Beth  Israel  Hospital 
after  a  long  struggle  against 
cancer.  Her  death  occurred  just 
a  few  hours  before  her  58th 
birthday. 

Maggy  was  born  January  3 1 , 
1929  in  Boyle  Heights,  Califor¬ 
nia.  She  moved  to  the  Boston 
area  in  1972.  She  grew  up  in  an 
atmosphere  and  at  a  time  when 
living  a  lesbian  lifestyle  was 
very  difficult.  Her  life  was  a 
constant  struggle,  both  per¬ 
sonally  and  professionally.  She 
worked  for  self-acceptance 
through  doing  art,  writing  ex¬ 
tensively,  and  by  living  visibly 
as  a  feminist  and  a  lesbian. 

In  Los  Angeles,  Maggy  was 
active  in  Daughers  of  Bilitis, 
the  gay  theater  group  SPREE, 
and  other  groups.  In  Boston, 
she  was  a  layout  volunteer  at 
Gay  Community  News  in  1974 
and  1975,  and  did  artwork  for 
Otherfund,  Homophile  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Service  (now 
GLCS),  the  (then)  Gay  Pride 
Committee,  and  numeruous 
other  community  groups.  She 
was  a  partner  in  Gayline 
Greetings  and  an  artistic  con¬ 
sultant  to  Xanadu  Graphics, 
Iris  Card  Company,  Ages  of 
Woman  Products  and  other 
community  businesses. 

As  proprietor  of  Maggy’s  At¬ 
tic,  located  in  her  home  in 
Cambridge,  Maggy  designed, 
produced  and  marketed 
greeting  cards,  including  hand¬ 
made  silk-screened  and  marbl¬ 
ed  cards  and  papers.  She  also 
did  picture  framing,  photo- 
gr^hy,  jewelry  design,  cartoon¬ 
ing  and  graphics.  Her  recent 
artwork  was  featured  at  the 
Kaleidoscope  Art  Show  in 
Cambridge  in  Spring  1986,  and 
at  the  Femmecore  Art  Show  in 
Boston  in  Fall  1986.  Some  of 
her  cartoons  will  be  included  in 
Ourselves  Growing  Older,  a 
health  and  living  handbook  for 
middle-aged  and  older  women, 
to  be  published  by  Simon  and 
Schuster  in  October,  1987. 


Maggy  also  participated  in 
informal  reading,  artistic  and 
music  groups,  occasionally  per¬ 
forming  before  audiences. 

Throughout  her  life,  Maggy 
was  a  magnet,  drawing  many 
close  to  her.  A  group  of  friends 
became  her  support  system  in 
her  final  months.  This  group 
tended  her  at  home  and  in  the 
hospital  and  met  regularly  for 
support  and  to  share  their  grief 
at  the  incipient  loss  of  a  close 
friend  whose  love,  art,  music, 
writing  and  humor  had  filled 
their  lives  with  energy  and  joy. 

Maggy  graduated  from 
Montebello  High  School, 
Montebello,  Calif.  She  studied 
art  at  Pasadena  City  College, 
Los  Angeles  Trade  TechAical 
College,  Los  Angeles  City  Col¬ 
lege,  Los  Angeles  Art  Center 
College  of  Design,  and  Mass. 
College  of  Art.  She  also  studied 
technical  graphics  at  Went¬ 


worth  Institute  of  Technology. 
She  had  been  the  assistant 
director  of  Marsh  Art  and 
Advertising  in  Los  Angeles, 
and  had  worked  as  an  artist 
with  Royal  Label  Company 
and  Cahners  Publishing  Com¬ 
pany  in  Boston.  She  did  art  as¬ 
signments  for  Crawley  & 
Associates,  Sidewalk  Sam, 
Guillemin  &  Company,  and  the 
Greater  Boston  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

Maggy  is  survived  by  a  sister, 
Amy  Eby  of  Los  Angeles,  and 
by  a  devoted  group  of  friends, 
who  were  her  chosen  additional 
family. 

A  memorial  service  will  be 
held  at  the  Bigelow  Chapel,  Mt. 
Auburn  Cemetary,  Cambridge, 
at  1  p.m.  Saturday,  February 
28.  This  gathering  will  include 
time  for  friends  to  share  their 
memories  of  Maggy. 
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Community  Voices 


BYE  BYE,  MARCOS! 

The  staff  of  GCN  has  agreed  to  set  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves  free.  (Sob!)  Marcos, 
known  to  some  as  Miss  Thing  and  to  others  as  Budge,  was  for  the  past  two  years  CON'S 
coordinator  of  circulation  and  staff  writer  of  national  news.  We’ll  miss  his  face  like 
crazy,  his  warm  flamboyance,  and  that  rebellious  spirit  —  you  remember  the  now  in¬ 
famous  article  on  news,  don’t  you?  It  was  called  “Just  the  Facts,  Miss  Thing.’’  Nothing 
is  the  same  without  him  around,  but  he  has  promised  we’ll  still  see  his  byline  from  time  to 
time. 

Until  March,  when  we  hire  a  new  circulation  coordinator/national  news  writer,  Pam 
Bemis  will  be  doing  circulation  and  Elizabeth  Pincus  will  be  covering  national  news. 
Thanks  to  both  Pam  and  Elizabeth  for  their  great  work. 


GCN  MOVE 

We’ll  be  moving  this  .whole 
operation  (typesetting 
machine,  paperclips  &  all!)  in 
the  next  few  months  and  will 
need  some  labor  power  and 
some  know-how  (electrical, 
plumbing,  carpentry,  etc.)  If 
you’d  like  to  be  on  our  list  of 
people  to  call  (to  see  whether 
you’re  available  when  we  need 
your  kind  of  help),  please  call 
GCN/Move  426-4469  or  drop  us 
a  line.  THANKS! 


readers  trash  witomski’s  trashing 


the  alternative? 

Dear  GCN: 

Foul  ball!  “Why  Gay  Books  Are  So  Bad” 
(GCN,  2/7/87),  T.  R.  Witomski’s  vituperative 
essay  on  what’s  wrong  with  the  recent  spate  of 
published  material  for  and  often  by  homosexuals, 
really  irritated  me.  As  a  writer,  I,  too,  have  eyed 
with  annoyance  the  amount  of  rubbish  which  is 
pitched  to  our  community  as  another  “gay 
classic”  or  yet  another  “must  read.”  But  so 
what?  The  publishing  industry  never  claimed  to 
be  exempt  from  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
marketplace.  One  of  these  realities  is  that  trash 
sells  —  always  has,  probably  always  will.  This 
may  be  a  simple  point,  but  it’s  obviously  one  that 
Witomski  hasn’t  given  sufficient  weight. 

Good  criticism  doesn’t  exist  in  and  for  itself, 
but  rather  as  a  service  to  art.  For  the  life  of  me  I 
can’t  see  that  Witomski’s  sour-apple  prose  was  in 
service  to  anyone  but  himself.  The  largest  prob¬ 
lem  with  compiling  a  laundry  list  of  ills  is  that  it 
obligates  the  critic  to  offer  ways  of  cleaning  up 
the  mess .  For  better  or  worse,  this  is  the  job  of  the 
critic.  We  can  all  whine  about  what’s  wrong.  A 
critic  ought  to  go  one  step  further  and  tell  us  what 
to  do  about  it.  Where,  in  those  two  pages  of  fault 
finding,  are  Witomski’s  alternatives  to  the  cur¬ 
rent  low  state  of  the  publishing  industry?  Where 
are  the  books  that  he  admires,  and  why?  In  short, 
why  should  we  listen  to  anyone  who  hasn’t  done 
the  hard  work  that  critical  analysis  demands? 

In  presenting  the  diversity  of  thought  in  the  gay 
community,  GCN  needs  to  be  wary  of  some  of  its 
angry  voices.  The  physician  listing  the  behaviors 
that  led  to  the  patient’s  collapse  doesn’t,  in  and  of 
itself,  do  much  to  affect  a  cure.  While  I’ve  no 
quarrel  with  men  and  women  voicing  dissenting 
opinions  in  GCN,  let’s  not  be  sophomoric.  Let’s 
hear  some  alternatives,  too! 

Sincerely, 

Charles  Henry  Fuller 
Boston,  MA 


help!  more  Kansas 
‘corrections’  (lies) 

Dear  GCN: 

My  partner  (George.  W.  Leroy,  22328,  Box  2, 
Lansing  KS  66043)  was  put  in  the  hole  [isolation] 
cuz  some  inmate  said  he  was  talking  about  killing 
a  unit  team  man.  He  told  the  cops  that  he  would 
be  more  than  happy  to  take  a  lie  test,  but  never 
got  to,  and  no  one  came  to  talk  to  him. 

The  unit  team  manager  here  prefers  to  put  guys 
in  cells  with  gay  men  who  don’t  like  gays.  Well,  so 
they  put  George  in  the  hole  and  he’s  still  there  as 
far  as  I  know  and  the  bad  thing  about  it  is  they 
don’t  like  gays  there  and  I  feel  George  needs  help. 
1  can  feel  it.  He  needs  gay  legal  assistance  and  if 
you  can  get  someone  up  there  to  see  him  it  would 
help.  The  cops  say  he  cannot  see  no  one,  or  he 
don’t  wish  to  see  any.  The  cops  are  being.  Please 
help.  Say,  you  know  1  really  wish  they  would  get  a 
gay  legal  assistance  for  gays  that  will  do 
something.  We  need  to  get  one  down  here  in  Kan¬ 
sas.  They  took  George’s  parole  date  from  him 
too. 

George  goes  by  “Little  Bit”  and  I’m  going  to 
try  to  write  him  but  it  don’t  mean  he  will  get  my 
letter.  The  legal  help  they  got  here  ain’t  no  good 
for  gays  anyway.  The  only  one  who  can  help  gays 
is  another  gay. 

Thank  you  so  much, 

A  prisoner 
(name  withheld) 


(iC  \  prints  all  letters  lu  the  editor  except 
personal  attacks.  (  arbon  copies  of  letters  sent 
elsewhere  are  onl>  printed  on  a  space- 
asailable  basis,  l  etters  should  be  r\PFl)and 
IM)l  Bi  F-SPACFI)  and  limited  to  fixe  typed 
pages.  Send  to  Community  \  oices,  (f(  167 

Fremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


gay  writers  are 
attempting  quality 
work 

Dear  GCN: 

T.R.  Witomski’s  trashing  of  gay  literature 
would  have  rung  a  bit  truer  if  he  had  a  little  less  to 
do  with  the  condition  of  gay  literature  as  we  now 
know  it. 

Mr.  Witomski  contributions  to  gay  literature: 
well,  let’s  see.  There  is  “Pecs!”  in  Drummer.  If 
you  are  into  shaving  various  areas  of  your  body, 
Mr.  Witomski’s  computer  will  be  happy  to  send 
you  information  on  a  video.  If  you  like  snuff 
stories,  Mr.  Witomski’s  computer  will  send  you 
information  about  the  C/atf/o/or  newsletter.  And 
if  you  happen  to  prefer  killing  sexual  partners  of 
the  opposite  sex  —  no  problem,  the  computer  will 
alter  the  pronouns. 

Or  how  about  “Cheap  Evenings”  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  Manifest,  volume  5,  number  16.  A 
masterpiece  of  gay  prose,  if  ever  their  was!  Or 
maybe  “Letter  from  the  Slavemaster”  in  Mach. 
No  doubt  that  will  demonstrate  the  type  of 
literature  Mr.  Witomski  advocates.  And  that  is 
not  to  mention  his  countless  contributions  to 
First  Hand,  Manscape,  and  Manscape  2. 

As  for  books:  curious,  you  know.  My  copy  of 
Books  in  Print  doesn’t  list  anything  for  Mr. 
Witomski.  Funny.  There  is  my  book.  And  Tim 
Barrus’s  book.  And  several  by  John  Preston.  But 
when  you  look  up  T.  R.  Witomski. .  .an  over¬ 
sight  I’m  sure. 

That’s  a  shame  because  Mr.  Witomski  is  lavish 
in  his  praise  for  some  gay  books  —  like  Restless 
Rednecks  by  Roy  Wood.  I’m  sure  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Witomski  was  Mr.  Wood’s  editor  and  was 
acting  as  Mr.  Wood’s  agent  and  that  Mr.  Wood’s 
book  was  practically  critic-proof  because  Mr. 
Wood  was  dying  of  AIDS  at  the  time  had  nothing 
to  do  with  coloring  Mr.  Witomski’s  opinion. 

While  I  am  sure  Mr.  Witomski  is  too  big  a  per¬ 
son  to  fall  victim  to  what  is  called  Sour  Grapes, 
the  fact  is,  quite  a  number  of  gay  writers  are  try¬ 
ing  very  hard  to  use  their  talents  to  bring  quality 
work  to  the  gay  public. 

For  example,  there  is  Aaron  Travis’s  “Getting 
Timchenko”  (Advocate  MEN,  V.2,  No.  12)  —  as 
full  and  rich  a  short  story  as  exists  in  all  of 
literature.  There  is  Mark  Shearer’s  The  Great 
American  Porno  Novel  —  nothing  in  straight 
literature  compares  for  the  exposition  of  the  rela¬ 
tion  of  the  artist  and  the  art.  And  for  realism  and 
honesty,  well  I  fancy  a  few  of  my  “Houston 
Streets”  in  Bayou  Boy  and  Other  Stories  are  pret¬ 
ty  near  the  mark. 

Here’s  hoping  T.  R.  gets  well  soon! 

Sincerely, 

Lars  Eighner 
Austin,  TX 


Dear  GCN: 

T.  R.  Witomski’s  “Zeitgeist  or  Poltergeist: 
Why  Gay  Books  Are  So  Bad,”  (GCN,  February 
1-7,  1987)  should  be  seen  for  what  it  is:  the  latest 
example  of  what  Michael  Denneny  calls  “the  pet¬ 
ty  sniping  of  envious  egos  settling  imagined 
scores”  in  his  essay,  “The  State  of  Gay 
Criticism”  in  Issue  104  of  Christopher  Street. 
Readers  wishing  to  place  the  Witomski  piece  in 
proper  perspective  should  see  the  Denneny  essay 
and  Ethan  Mordden’s  “Gay  Writers  and  their 
Critics”  in  the  May  27,  1986  issue  of  the  Ad¬ 
vocate. 

Why  Witomski  would  write  such  an  article  is  in¬ 
explicable.  He  has  taken  to  flooding  the  mail¬ 
boxes  of  gay  organizations  in  recent  months,  urg¬ 
ing  us  to  do  this  or  that  or  buy  that;  two  recent  ex¬ 
amples  of  such  mailings  are  especially  telling.  In 
one.  he  suggests  that  we  join  a  national  writers’ 
union  so  that  we  may  make  sure  that  we  as  gay 
writers  are  able  to  collect  the  monies  due  us  from 
recalcitrant  gay  periodicals.  But  the  postage-paid 
we  are  supposed  to  use  to  send  our  membership  is 
coded  with  Witomski’s  initials,  suggesting  that 
perhaps  he  receives  a  commission  or  some  other 
perk  for  every  envelope  the  organization  receives. 
(Also  interesting  is  that  Witomski  has  published 
this  essay  in  Gay  Community  .News,  long  known 


what  exactly  are 
you  arguing? 

Dear  GCN: 

T.  R.  Witomski’s  piece  on  gay  male  fiction  and 
the  publishing  industry  (“Zeitgeist  or  Poltergeist: 
Why  Gay  Books  Are  So  Bad,”  GCN  2/1/87)  was 
so  poorly  argued  that  I  feel  compelled  to  ask  the 
following  questions:  1)  What  —  exactly  —  is  he 
saying?  and  2)  For  whom  is  he  saying  it? 

Early  in  the  piece  Witomski  writes  that  there 
has  been  no  gay  novel  for  the  past  30  years  that 
has  generated  the  excitement  of  a  Roots,  Port¬ 
noy’s  Complaint  or  Fear  of  Flying.  We  must 
assume  —  because  of  the  titles  he  has  chosen  — 
that  Witomski  means  each  book  to  “represent” 
Blacks,  Jews  and  women,  respectively.  And  we 
must  also  assume  that  by  “excitement”  Witomski 
really  means  popularity,  for  each  group  is  much 
better  “represented”  in  other  novels  (say  Invisi¬ 
ble  Man,  A  Walker  in  the  City,  and  practically 
anything  by  Virginia  Woolf).  What  Witomski 
doesn’t  say  or  seem  to  realize  is  that  there  pro¬ 
bably  won’t  be  a  gay  novel  to  generate  that  kind 
of  “excitement”  (populartity)  for  the  next  30 
years  either.  Popularity,  in  the  end,  often  has 
more  to  do  with  the  audience,  and  with  timing 
and  circumstance,  than  it  does  with  quality. 
Readers,  who  make  up  a  very  small  portion  of  the 
American  population  (less  that  ten  percent)  are 
willing  to'  sympathize  with  and/or  sentimentalize 
(i.e.,  reduce)  the  plight  of  certain  oppressed 
groups  (whatever  cause  is  popular  that  year)  more 
than  others.  This  “affinity”  for  certain  oppress¬ 
ed  groups  does  not  —  I  think  —  extend  to  gay. 
men  or  lesbians  (though  AIDS  has  allowed  us  an 
equal  portion  of  sympathy/sentimentality  and 
homophobia). 

Witomski  goes  on  to  rail  against  writers  whose 
“style  becomes  their  substance,  and  their  adjec¬ 
tives  their  plots. . .,”  claiming  that  “they  often 
lose  their  audience.”  As  examples  of  such  writers 
Witomski  cites  Robert  Gluck,  Edmund  White, 
etc.  But  then  a  few  paragraphs  later  he  complains 
about  publishers  who  “care  next  to  nothing  about 
literary  values. .  .they  work  against  originality.” 
Yet  the  writers  he  has  just  listed  as  putting  style 
over  substance  are  (especially  White)  amongst  the 
best,  most  original  gay  male  writers  of  our 
generation.  And  they  are  published.  So  what 
Witomski  is  actually  saying  here  is  quite  confus¬ 
ing,  if  not  wrong-minded. 

We  agree  on  the  sorry  state  of  the  publishing 
business,  and  on  the  travesty  of  the  novel  My 
Brother,  My  Lover,  but  after  that  it  is  hard  to  say. 

Finally,  other  than  an  occasional,  token  men¬ 
tion  of  a  lesbian  writer  or  publishing  house,  the 
piece  concerns  gay  male  fiction,  a  clarification 
Witomski  should  have  stipulated  at  the  start. 
Sincerely, 

Robin  Lippincott 
Somerville,  MA 


for  not  paying  its  free-lancers  anything.)  The 
other  mailing  offers  us  the  chance  to  pay  for  the 
privilege  of  sending  flyers  for  the  gay  books 
Witomski  thinks  are  so  terrible  along  with  his 
mailings  to  the  customers  of  his  fetishist  video 
pornography  mail  order  company.  Does  he  not 
realize  that  by  publishing  this  essay,  he  is  biting 
the  hand  of  those  he  would  seemingly  like  to  have 
feed  him? 

Witomski’s  essay  is  clearly  the  work  of  a  writer 
who  has  had  a  bad  manuscript  in  his  bottom 
drawer,  which,  to  quote  his  essay,  is  “a 
manucript  that  St.  Martin’s,  NAL,  Alyson, 
Naiad  [and  everyone  else]  has  turned  down.” 
Witomski  may  derive  some  momentary  satisfac¬ 
tion  from  seeing  his  “petty  sniping”  in  print,  but 
publishing  such  an  article  makes  it  even  more 
unlikely  that  his  work  will  ever  be  accepted  by  the 
gay  publishers  he  trashes,  they  very  ones  he  wants 
so  despierately  to  accept  him.  One  line  of  Witom¬ 
ski’s  essay  is  all  too  true:  “Bad  writers  don’t  need 
encouragement;  they  plow  on  relentlessly.” 
Sincerely  yours. 

Terry  Helbing 
Co-Publisher, 

Gay  Presses  of  New  York 
New  York,  NY 


petty  sniping  at  gay  authors 
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Speaking  Out 


Black,  Gay  and  Red 

By  Dallas  Williams 


I  grew  up  on  the  east  side  of  Detroit.  When  I  was  sixteen  years  old  (1971)  I  became 
involved  in  East  Side  Voice  of  Independent  Detroit  (ESVID),  a  black  nationalist 
organization  made  up  of  black  youth  and  adults,  but  with  very  few  women.  They  were 
connected  with  the  Black  Panther  Party. 

They  had  black  community  outreach.  They  were  teaching  black  pride.  At  that  time  in 
Detroit  there  was  openly  racist  police  brutality  in  the  black  community.  It  was  the  heyday  of 
the  police  STRESS  squads  that  were  killing  young  blacks  in  the  streets.  There  were  ongoing 
gang  fights  within  the  black  community  and  drug  abuse.  I  was  looking  for  answers  to  these 
problems. 

What  I  found  was  that  ESVID  had  no  real  strategy  for  reaching  and  mobilizing  the 
black  community.  They  just  had  discussions,  with  their  whole  focus  on  “death  to  the  pigs” 
and  “hate  all  whites.”  All  whites  were  the  devil.  Along  with  the  other  young  members,  1 
could  only  join  the  drill  team  for  self-defense  training.  We  were  not  included  in  the  adult 
political  discussions. 

All  we  were  doing  was  drilling  in  the  hot  sun  and  not  getting  any  answers  and  being  told 
what  to  do.  So  1  left.  1  joined  another  black  hationalist  group  called  National  Committee  to 
Combat  Fascism  (NCCF).  We  saw  films  on  whites  preparing  for  race  warfare  against  blacks 
and  had  discussions  on  Huey  Newton  and  the  Black  Panther  Party  and  Malcolm  X.  The 
police  raided  the  meeting  hall  in  1971  and  destroyed  it.  I  never  went  back. 

Then  I  looked  into  Operation  Get  Down  another  black  nationalist  grouping  with  more 
community  orientation.  They  distributed  food  and  clothing  to  the  black  community  and  set 
up  pickets  against  racist  employers.  But  I  soon  dropped  out.  I  still  wasn’t  getting  any 
answers.  Racism  still  existed,  gangs  were  killing  each  other.  A  lot  of  my  high  school  friends 
were  already  dead  or  hooked  on  drugs.  No  one  seemed  to  be  listening  to  the  few  black 
nationalists  and  nothing  was  changing. 

Two  years  later  when  I  graduated  from  high  school,  I  thought  I  had  “problems”  with 
my  sexuality.  1  began  to  try  to  find  answers  to  my  gay  feelings.  Not  until  I  was  21  did  I  begin 
to  accept  my  gayness.  I  still  hadn’t  found  answers  to  how  racism  was  going  to  be  changed, 
and  I  guess  I  hoped  to  find  some  answers  in  the  gay  community.  Although  I  realized  that  I 
was  gay,  I  didn’t  realize  that  racism  existed  in  the  gay  community. 

I  began  going  to  both  black  and  white  gay  bars  and  meeting  people.  I  began  to  see  for 
the  first  time  that  there  was  a  real  separation  with  black  gay  bars  on  one  side  of  town  and 
white  gay  bars  on  the  other.  At  that  time  I  was  just  glad  to  be  among  other  gay  people. 

Racism  in  the  gay  community  had  a  big  effect  on  me.  I  figured  that  since  white  men  had 
everything  then  maybe  I  should  try  to  act  white  and  do  white  things.  I  only  wanted  to  be 
around  white  gay  men  because  it  made  me  feel  that  I  was  somebody.  And  I  thought  I  could 
be  classy  and  would  be  accepted  in  the  white  gay  community  because  I  was  gay.  I  thought 
that  being  a  black  man  in  white  surroundings  was  better  than  being  around  black  gays.  To 
go  back  to  the  black  gay  scene,  I  felt,  would  be  going  back  to  what  I  was  trying  to  run  away 
from.  I  had  nothing  but  white  lovers,  and  I  was  trying  hard  to  be  white  and  to  fit  into  a 
white,  middle-class  mold. 

Instead,  I  found  out  after  chasing  white  men  and  being  looked  at  as  a  piece  of  black 
meat  in  white  surroundings,  that  I  was  running  away  from  my  black  heritage  and  culture.  I 
found  out  that  while  there  is  racism  in  heterosexual  society,  it  is  just  as  rampant  in  the  gay 
community.  Whenever  I  went  to  white  gay  bars  without  my  white  friends  I  would  be  carded. 
The  music  was  all  white  —  they  never  played  black  music.  In  the  shows  there  were  never 
black  participants. 

So  I  started  looking  at  things  more  carefully.  I  had  already  had  two  white  lovers  who 
turned  out  to  be  racist.  Those  two  experiences  forced  me  to  think  that  1  should  accept  my 
black  heritage  and  the  fact  that  I  was  a  black  man  instead  of  trying  to  be  a  white  version  of  a 
black  man. 

While  1  was  searching  for  my  identity  as  a  black  gay  man,  I  was  working  in  a  hospital 
with  mostly  black  women.  There  was  a  very  anti-gay  atmosphere  throughout  the  hospital. 

At  that  time  I  was  extremely  closeted.  I  was  afraid  of  losing  my  job  if  I  came  out.  And  1 
was  afraid  of  my  gayness  getting  back  to  my  family.  I  began  to  try  again  to  find  political 
answers.  I  was  23  and  a  pot  washer  in  a  hospital.  Blacks  were  still  in  the  lousiest  jobs.  Black 
women  were  still  doing  dishes  or  serving  food,  and  black  men  were  still  mopping  floors  and 
taking  out  the  garbage,  while  white  workers  were  mostly  either  clericals  or  professionals. 

A  strike  happened  there.  It  was  unsuccessful  because  the  union  leadership  sold  us  out. 
But  at  the  same  time  the  black  women  workers  were  the  hardest  fighters  on  the  picket  line 
and  were  the  ones  who  held  out  to  the  last  day.  They  had  kids  to  feed,  and  many  of  them 


were  the  only  supporters  of  their  families.  I  began  to  realize  that  women  were  extremely 
militant. 

After  seeing  how  badly  we’d  been  sold  out  I  felt  I  should  get  involved.  Something  had 
to  be  changed.  So,  when  I  was  approached  by  a  group  of  union  militants,  mostly  black 
women,  1  agreed  to  join  a  caucus  and  run  for  union  steward.  The  thing  that  appealed  to  me 
was  the  fact  that  I  could  be  openly  gay  in  the  caucus  and  get  support,  and  at  the  same  time  we 
would  fight  together  against  the  rotten,  white  male  union  leadership,  and  for  the  mostly 
black  membership. 

When  I  became  a  steward  I  saw  racist  firings  and  suspensions  of  co-workers.  This  led 
me  to  become  even  more  militant  in  the  workplace.  In  the  caucus  we  were  dealing  with  issues 
and  fighting  to  mobilize  the  membership  to  take  a  stand  against  racism,  sexism,  and  the 
oppression  of  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

At  the  same  time,  I  helped  organize  the  Lesbian/Gay  Coalition  Against  Racism 
(LGCAR),  along  with  some  of  the  union  caucus  members  and  other  lesbian  and  gay  youth 
activists.  Our  purpose  was  to  confront  head-on  the  issues  of  sexism  and  racism  within  the 
gay  community  and  to  fight  lesbian/gay  oppression.  We  tried  to  organize  actions  against 
racist  bars  in  the  lesbian/gay  community  and  a  gay  pride  demonstration  in  Detroit. 

Through  these  experiences  in  the  union  and  in  the  gay  community  1  began  to  realize  that 
black  nationalism  was  a  no-win  strategy  to  fight  racism.  I  saw  that  in  my  workplace  black 
co-workers  had  to  unite  with  Arabic  and  white  workers  just  to  be  able  to  win  better  wages 
and  working  conditions  and  certainly  to  be  able  to  win  a  strike.  Racism  had  to  be  dealt  with 
directly  by  fighting  for  seniority  rights  for  transfers  and  promotions,  so  white  racist 
supervisors  couldn’t  pick  whites  over  blacks  to  fill  positions. 

We  need  a  united,  militant  fight  back.  Not  black  nationalism,  not  reliance  on  the 
Democrats  or  Republicans.  Blacks  and  other  minorities  can’t  do  it  alone.  The  white  working 
class  can’t  free  itself  from  poverty  and  imperialist  wars  without  first  breaking  with  racism. 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  can’t  fight  their  oppression  alone.  All  the  struggles  —  against  racism, 
against  lesbian/gay  oppression,  against  sexism  —  have  to  be  combined  in  a  single 
revolutionary  working  class  movement,  free  from  the  control  of  Democrats,  Republicans 
and  their  servants,  the  union  misleaders. 

One  area  in  which  the  need  for  unity  can  clearly  be  seen  is  the  AIDS/ ARC  crisis  which 
affects  the  black  and  latino  communities  almost  as  deeply  as  the  gay  community.  25%  of  all 
people  with  AIDS  are  black,  and  another  14%  are  latino.  These  are  more  than  double  our 
rates  in  the  general  U.S.  population.  An  integrated  lesbian/gay  movement  with  active 
working  class  support,  could  fight  for  massive  government  funding  of  AIDS/ARC 
research,  treatment  and  care  under  the  control  of  health  care  workers,  people  with 
AIDS/ARC,  and  the  lesbian/gay,  black  and  latino  communities. 

Black  people,  other  minorities,  and  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  taught  in  school  that  they 
are  inferior  because  of  their  race  or  their  sexual  orientation.  An  integrated  lesbian/gay 
movement  could  fight  for  desegration  of  the  schools,  and  education  controlled  by  students, 
workers  and  teachers.  Education  should  support,  not  undermine  the  intellectual  and 
personal  development  of  black  people,  lesbians  and  gay  men,  and  all  workers. 

Black  people,  other  minorities,  and  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  often  denied  adequate 
housing.  An  integrated  lesbian/gay  movement  could  fight  for  integrated,  affordable, 
quality  housing  for  all. 

Young  blacks,  lesbians,  and  gay  men  are  often  unemployed  or  forced  to  work  in  the 
most  menial,  lowest-paid  jobs.  An  integrated  lesbian/gay  movement  linked  to  the  organized 
workers  movement  could  fight  for  jobs  for  all  at  union  wages. 

Mass  mobilizations  and  strikes  could  win  the  demands  that  we  as  lesbians  and  gays 
alone,  or  as  blacks  alone,  can  never  win.  It  was  through  mass  mobilizations  that  unions  were 
first  won  and  that  civil  rights  for  black  people  were  advanced;  and  it  will  be  through  militant 
working  class  action  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  will  win  our  demands. 

A  workers  party,  independent  from  the  Democrats  and  Republicans  —  based  upon  the 
unions  and  black,  gay,  women’s  and  other  organizations  of  the  oppressed  —  can  help 
organize  these  actions  throughout  the  entire  working  class.  But  only  a  government  of 
workers  and  oppressed  people,  and  a  collectivized  economy,  can  provide  the  resources  and 
consciousness  to  end  lesbian/gay  oppression,  racism,  and  sexism. 

Dallas  Williams  is  a  founding  member  of  the  Lesbian/Gay  Coalition  Against  Racism 
(LGCAR)  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  an  active  supporter  of  the  Revolutionary  Workers 
League. 


CCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

CCN  is  seeking  a  CIRCULATION  MANACER/STAFF  WRITER  and  an  ART 
DIRECTOR,  beginning  2/87,  and  a  FEATURES  EDITOR,  beginning  4/87. 

CIRCULATION  MANACER/STAFF  WRITER 

Research  and  write  news  stories  of  interest  to  national  readership.  Coor¬ 
dinate  weekly  mailing  of  paper  by  volunteers,  process  subs  and  renewals. 
Requires  writing  skills  and  ability  to  work  with  deadlines,  interpersonal, 
organizational  and  record-keeping  skill.  Knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or 
computers  helpful.  Application  deadline:  February  28. 

ART  DIRECTOR 

Establish  overall  design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to  volunteer 
artists)  front  cover,  centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book  supplement 
graphics,  as  well  as  promotional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc.  Requires  strong 
graphic  design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specifications,  knowledge  of 
printing  techniques  and  previous  related  experience  preferred.  Application 
deadline:  February  28. 

FEATURES  EDITOR 

Recruit  and  sustain  pool  of  volunteer  writers.  Assign  and  edit  weekly  feature 
articles  and  calendar,  and  monthly  book  review.  Assist  in  design  of  features 
pages;  responsible  for  lay-out  of  features  pages.  Requires  writing  and  editing 
experience,  strong  verbal,  organizational  and  interpersonal  skills,  and  abili¬ 
ty  to  work  with  deadlines.  Lay-out  experience  helpful.  Application  deadline: 
March  27. 

Positions  require  familiarity  with  gay  and  lesbian  community;  commit¬ 
ment  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  and  collective 
decision-making;  and  an  awareness  of  class  issues. 

All  CCH  staff  members  receive  $1 80/week  plus  4  weeks  paid  vacation, 
complete  health/life  insurance  and  sick  leave.  CCN  also  offers  staff 
members  a  flexible,  non-hierarchical  work  setting,  with  room  for  in¬ 
dependence  and  innovation. 

Send  resumes  as  soon  as  possible  to  CCN  Job  Search,  167  Tremont  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


I'  Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  fourteenth  year  of 
pubiication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  big 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
dont  miss  another  issue!) 
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Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 


Name 
City  _ 


.Address 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 


State 


Zip 


1  year  $33.00  $  j_ 
25  weeks  $20.00  $  ^ 
25  weeks/low  income  $12.00  $  / _ 

/  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free  / 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner  $  _ 


Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  (or  $  i 


/ 


These  rates  are  lor  subscriptions  within  the  USA  Adel  50%  lor  foreign, 
inctuding  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  apprecialed 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street.  Boston.  MA  02111 
GCN  IS  published  by  a  non-profit  educationai  foundation 
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LISA’S  RECORDED 

★  LOVE  STORIES  ★ 

★  SHE  WILL  WHISPER  ★ 

*  SWEET  NOTHINGS  IN* 

*  YOUR  EAR.  * 

*  CALL  1-900-410-3600  * 

*  DIRECT  1-900-410-3700.  * 

★  NOW!  1-900-410-3800  ★ 

"  NO  MEMBERSHIP  NECESSARY  * 

★  ★ 

SO*  lotl  lirtt  mifiui*.  3S*  tacn  aoO'tionai  rnmui* 
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Computer  Color  Matching 


Comes  to 
Dickson’s! 


A  complete  palette  of  paint 
for  architects  and  designers. 


Dickson  Bros,  announces  its  new  MotchMoker 
system,  a  computer  color  scanning  unit 
that  matches  pamt  color  to  an#iing; 
pamt  chips,  tile,  fabric,  wallpaper,  any 
solid  color ...  os  small  os  a  thurnbnail . 
Our  expert  stall  will  give  you  an  accurate 
pamt  formula  in  seconds  for  quality  Pratt  &  Lambert 
mterior  or  extenor  pamt. 

It's  accurate.  It's  free.  It's  a  match  made  in 
Dickson. 


5  (1IAlTs.LAMBfll!  P 


Dickson  Bros.  Co. 

26  Brattle  St.  •  Cambndge  •  876-6760 

Validated  parking  at  University  Place. 


Calibfated 

Ojlors 
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DESIGN 
PRINTING 

LET  US  HELP  '\^  ^  TYPESETTING 

YOU  PREPARE  TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

RESUMES,  NEWSLETTERS, 

BROCHURES,  BOOKS,  TABLOIDS,  CAMPAIGN  LITERATURE, 
CONFERENCE  LITERATURE,  FORMS,  FLYERS,  MENUS,  RATE  CARDS, 
ANNUAL  REPORTS,  LETTERHEADS,  ENVELOPES,  BUSINESS  CARDS, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS,  ETC. 
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Fighting  AIDS  in  Nashville 


Continued  from  page  3 
for  throwing  benefits  for  many 
varied  civic  groups,  as  well  as  for 
offering  diverse  music  from  jazz  to 
R  ’n  B  to  contemporary  rock.  Park 
Avenue  was  approached  by  Nash¬ 
ville  CARES  in  an  effort  to  further 
include  the  Black  community  in 
the  fight  against  AIDS/ARC.  The 
club  responded  enthusiastically 
with  the  Valentine’s  Day  event 
billed  “From  Our  Hearts  to  Our 
Community”  and,  according  to 
many  loctil  residents,  this  effort  to 
unite  concerns  about  racism  and 
homophobia  was  a  Nashville  first. 

“On  the  subject  of  AIDS  ”  says 
Park  Avenue  owner  Dwayne 
Tucker,  “I  think  Blacks  and  other 
minorities  need  more  awareness 
about  how  the  disease  is  com¬ 
municated.  As  with  other  com¬ 
municable  diseases,  people  have 
false  ideas  about  how  you  contract 
them,  from  the  toilet  seats  to  kit¬ 
chen  utensils,  whatever.  We 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  reason 
to  use  the  Park  Avenue  as  a  vehicle 
for  education,  for  communicating 
the  facts.” 

Prior  to  the  event.  Tucker  had 
no  idea  what  to  expect  in  terms  of 
crowd  turnout  or  reaction  from 
residents  in  the  club’s 
predominantly  Black  north 
Nashville  neighborhood.  “We’re 
waiting  to  see  what  happens  more 
than  anyone,”  he  explained. 
“That’s  the  kind  of  fallout  you  get 
from  being  the  new  kid  on  the 
block.” 

As  it  turned  out,  a  reasonably- 
sized  crowd  of  over  100  showed  up 
for  the  afternoon  benefit.  Tucker 
and  Nashville  CARES’  Pierce 
were  very  pleased  with  the  diversi¬ 
ty  of  people  and  the  inroads  made 
to  increase  awareness  that 
AIDS/ARC  is  a  public  health  issue 
of  concern  to  everyone.  “From 
Our  Hearts  to  Our  Community” 


was  both  festive  and  serious,  with 
varied,  multi-ethnic  presentations 
and  a  tone  of  political  urgency. 
Pierce  expressed  particular 
pleasure  that  the  music  and  dance 
offerings  reflected  African  cult¬ 
ural  influence,  and  that  discus¬ 
sions  of  AIDS  stressed  world-wide 
cooperation. 

A  key  focus  of  the  event  was 
AIDS/ARC  preventative  educa¬ 
tion.  Patrons  were  offered 
literature,  information  charts  and 
condoms,  and  a  short  video  about 
AIDS  slated  for  New  York  Public 
Schools  was  screened.  A  doctor 
from  the  Nashville  CARES  Board 
of  Directors  hosted  a  lengthy  ques¬ 
tion  and  answer  session.  Care  was 
taken  to  both  applaud  the  gay 
male  community  for  their  fast  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  crisis,  and  to  stress 
that  gay  men  are  not  to  blame. 
Analogously,  Reverend  Edwin 
Sanders  from  the  Board  emphasiz¬ 
ed  the  importance  of  dispelling  the 


racist  idea  that  AIDS  can  be  blam¬ 
ed  on  Africa.  Repeatedly,  the  mes¬ 
sage  at  “From  Our  Hearts  to  Our 
Community”  was  the  need  for 
compassion  and  increased 
understanding  among  all  sectors. 

Says  Tucker,  “It  still  seems  that 
there’s  not  an  awareness  of  the 
right  kind  of  scale  for  a  city  the  size 
of  Nashville.  We  hope  the  event 
will  make  it  easier  for  other 
businesses  that  do  not  generally 
have  a  gay  clientele  to  take  a  public 
interest  in  the  disease.” 

Pierce  feels  that  the  Park 
Avenue  event  is  a  successful  exam¬ 
ple  of  Nashville  CARES’  ap¬ 
proach  to  fighting  ADIS/ARC  — 
an  approach  that  includes 
coalition-building  with  com¬ 
munities  of  color  and  all  segments 
of  society.  It’s  an  approach,  she 
believes,  that  will  work  with  in¬ 
creasing  success  for  AIDS 
organizations  everywhere. 


Mr.  PAC  &  Ms.  PAC 


French  Wall  (pictured  at  left) 
and  Dede  Ketover  (on  French’s 
lap)  enjoy  a  moment  of  gaiety 
during  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Cam¬ 
paign  Committee’s  (GLCC) 
Valentine’s  dinner  dance.  Over 
$5,000  were  contributed  by  the 
150  folks  who  attended  the  event. 
Entertainment  was  provided  by 
Rafiki  Franklin,  Marsie  Silvestro 
and  Jim  Vetter  . 

Committee  member  David 
LaFontaine  says  the  GLCC  is 
looking  for  Massachusetts  can¬ 
didates  to  support;  progressive 
gay  men  and  lesbians  can  write 
P.O.  Box  296  Astor  Station, 
Boston  02123,  or  call  522-4804. 

—  Loie  Hayes 


^  Lambda 
U  U  Legal 

Defense 

llASSOCIATE  DIRECTORCC 

LLDEF  seeks  a  strongly  motivated 

and  Education 

manager  with  PR,  fundraising 

Fund.  Inc. 

and  administrative  skiils 

Salary  $30,000  plus 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer 

Send  resume  and 

LLDEF 

writing  sampie  to: 

666  Broadway 

New  York,  NY  10012 

VACATION  ELATION 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 
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Amsterdam 
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San  Francisco 

$238 

Brussels 
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Cancun 

$349 

Dublin 

$399 

Tokyo 

$699 

Santo  Domingo 

$305 

Rio  (NYC) 
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San  Juan 
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Detroit 

$118 
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Honolulu 
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Orlando 

$178 

Montreal 

$102 

Mexico  City 
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Washington 

$91 
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From  $795.00 


Lowest  Prices  All  Airlines 


International  Tours® 
of  Boston 

1  Winthrop  Square 
Boston,  Massachusatts  02110 

617-574-9287 


7  NIGHTS  IN  FABULOUS 
KEY  WEST 

AIR  •  TRANSFERS  •  GUEST  HOUSE 
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includes  taxes,  gratuities 
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Homo  Videos:  Not  Natural 


for  Prime  Time 


“Homo  Video:  Where  We  Are 
Now.”  The  New  Museum  of  Con¬ 
temporary  Art,  New  York  City. 
December  II,  1986-February  IS, 
1987.  BUI  Olander,  Curator. 

By  Susie  Day 

Tired  of  sitting  at  home  Monday 
nights,  waiting  for  Cagney  to  strip- 
search  Lacey?  Had  it  up  to  here 
with  the  same,  boring  heterosexual 
categories  week  after  week  on 
Jeopardy!  Sick  with  disgust  at 
MTV’s  never  having  made  a  video 
with  Meg  Christian?  Why  not  tune 
out,  turn  off,  and  drop  in  to  the 
New  Museum  in  New  York  City? 
There  you  will  find  a  five-hour 
program  of  some  fifteen 
videotapes  made  by  independent 
gay  and  lesbian  producers  who  are 
proud  to  present  work  that  any 
major  TV  network  would  judge 
Not  Natural  for  Prime  Time. 

“Homo  Video:  Where  Are  We 
Now”  runs  five  afternoons  a 
week,  twice  on  Fridays,  and  is 
attracting  large  audiences  of  gays 
and  straights  alike.  Curator  Bill 
Olander  believes  the  reason  for  the 
show’s  popularity  lies  in  the  fact 
that,  once  they  are  on  the  TV 
screen  instead  of  just  in  front  of  it, 
gay  people  have  quite  a  lot  to  say. 
“There  are  more  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  working  in  video,”  Olander 
remarks,  “addressing  issues  spec¬ 
ific  to  the  gay  community,  than 
any  other  medium  1  know  of.” 

In  order  to  bring  us  up  to 
“Where  We  Are  Now”  in  the 
1980s,  Olander  has  avoided  defin¬ 
ing  homosexuality  in  terms  of 
what  he  sees  as  the  limited,  “com¬ 
ing  out”  politics  of  the  1970s: 
“The  idea  to  make  one’s  sexual 
identity  the  reason  for  one’s 
politics  does  not  seem  large 
enough  at  the  moment.  It  has  to 
intersect  with  issues  of  class,  race, 
and  broader  issues  of  sexuality.” 
The  tapes  Olander  has  selected 
represent  a  widening  range  of  gay 
and  lesbian  perspectives.  Rather 
than  focusing  exclusively  on  les¬ 
bian  or  gay  culture,  “Homo 
Video”  works  to  bring  our  atten¬ 
tion  back  to  the  world  of  excep¬ 
tions  and  ambivalence  in  which 


we,  as  lesbians  and  gays,  must  ex¬ 
ist. 

“Chinese  Characters,’’  a 
28-minute  videotape  by  Richard 
Fung,  attempts  to  express  some  of 
the  loss  and  confusion  gay  Chinese 
men  often  feel  at  having  to  define 
their  sexuality  in  terms  of  Western 
pornographic  images.  In  a  world 
dominated  by  Caucasian  stand¬ 
ards  of  beauty,  the  male  Asian 
body  is  not  seen  by  other  men  as 


particularly  desirable,  except  as  an 
exotic  commodity;  “1  like  Orien¬ 
tals,”  we  hear  a  white  male  voice 
say,  “I  was  stationed  over  there 
during  the  war,  and. . ..”  Against 
a  background  of  forgettable  porn 
films  showing  young,  smooth¬ 
muscled  blonds  laughing  and  talk¬ 
ing  and  having  sex,  the  Chinese 
men  on  this  tape  inevitably  appear 
alone.  “I  wonder  how  much  of  my 
Asian-ness  I’m  denying  [by  looking 


at  this  white  porn],”  says  one  man 
—  ironically,  since  the  tape  has 
begun  several  minutes  earlier  with 
a  quote  from  Confucius:  “Food 
and  sex  are  human  nature.” 

Another  subject  that  exists  in 
isolation  from  the  mainstream  — 
and  from  much  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  —  is  violence  against  les¬ 
bians.  “Just  Because  of  Who  We 
Are”  is  an  eloquently  disturbing 
documentary  by  Heramedia,  a 
group  of  six  women.  Barely  a  year 
old,  the  tape  brings  us  up  to  date 
with  the  physical  and  psycholog¬ 
ical  violence  routinely  practiced 
upon  lesbians  on  the  street,  in 
bars,  at  home.  The  most  convinc¬ 
ing  aspect  of  this  work  is  that  it 
links  information  about  violence 
with  which  we  are  by  now 
somewhat  familiar  —  harassment, 
arrests,  alcoholism,  the  fact  that 
lesbians  of  color  are  more  suscepti¬ 
ble  to  more  kinds  of  violence  — 
with  an  uncomfortably  close  look 
at  who  is  causing  it.  Footage  of  the 
religious  right  at  St.  Patrick’s 
Cathedral  protesting  the  Gay 
Pride  March,  upstanding  citizens 
testifying  at  City  Hall  against  New 


York’s  proposed  gay  rights  bill, 
and  stories  from  victims  of 
“underground”  anti-gay  groups 
in  Massachusetts  may  be  troubl¬ 
ing,  but  at  this  point  in  our  history, 
we  cannot  be  afraid  to  look. 

Lyn  Blumenthal  has  also  done  a 
good  job  on  being  troubling.  Her 
tape,  “Doublecross,”  is  an  eight- 
minute  introduction  to  a  longer 
work-in-progress  about  a  woman 
who  sued  her  doctor  and  a  major 
drug  company  for  “lesbian 
damages”  incurred  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  her  drug-related  birth 
defect.  Although  the  piece  seems 
at  first  to  be  about  bisexuality, 
there  is  a  great  amount  of  anger 
and  lust  in  it  that  cannot  be  ex¬ 
plained  in  terms  of  any  particular 
sexual  category.  In  fact,  the  ult¬ 
imate  value  of  anyone’s  proclaim¬ 
ed  sexual  identity  may  be  the  larger 
issue  of  this  work.  To  what  extent 
are  our  self-concepts  the  products 
of  societal  ideas  of  sexuality?  If 
“Doublecross”  is  any  indication, 
Blumenthal’s  upcoming  work  will 
begin  to  supply  some  brilliant, 
disturbing  answers. 

Continued  on  page  II 


Sylvester! 


Crowds  braved  freezing  temperatures  to  see  Sylvester,  the  gay  singer 
known  for  his  gender-fuck  performances,  at  Boston’s  Metro  club  on 
February  15.  A  percentage  of  the  evening’s  receipts  were  donated  to  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee’s  “Aim  for  the  Heart”  Valentine’s  weekend 
fund-raising  campaign.  A  total  of  $27,000  was  gathered  at  seventeen 
local  bars. 

—  Loie  Hays 
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violence,  by  Women,  against  Women 

Nightmare  Questions  in  Lesbian  Utopia:  a  Review  of  Naming  the  Violence 


Naming  the  Violence:  Speaking  Out 
About  Lesbian  Battering 

Kerry  Label,  editor 

Seal  Press,  Seatt/e,  WA,  1986 

$10.95,  233  pp. 

Reviewed  by  'N.  Diffloth 


It  is  hard  to  imagine  responding  dispassionately  to 
Naming  the  Violence.  Whether  you  initially  know  little 
about  battering  in  lesbian  relationships  or  whether  you 
have  personally  experienced  violence  with  a  lover,  this 
anthology  offers  insight  into  the  issue.  Through  a  series 
of  personal  narratives,  as  well  as  through  practical  and 
theory-oriented  essays,  the  contributing  writers 
approach  lesbian  battering  from  a  diversity  of 
backgrounds.  The  first  complete  book  to  have  come  out 
on  the  subject.  Naming  the  Violence  is  not  only  brave,  it 
is  weW-done  and  weW-written.  It  tells  stories  and  poses 
questions  which  once  heard  are  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  dismiss. 

The  issues  raised  have  direct  bearing  on  our  lives 
and  politics.  "The  listening  is  painful,"  writes  Barbara 
Hart.  "It  challenges  our  dream  of  a  lesbian  utopia.  It 
contradicts  our  belief  in  the  inherent  non-violence  of 
women."  (p.  10)  Given  the  nature  of  the  challenge, 
perhaps  it  should  not  be  surprising  that  individuals 
frequently  respond  with  anger  and  denial.  Lydia  Walker 
describes  many  as  having  assumed  a  self-protective 
stance:  "not  in  the  women's  community";  "what 
happened  to  me  wasn't  really  violence."  (p.  75)  And 
expressions  of  fear  seem  to  intensify  when  evidence 
emerges  that,  despite  myths  bolstering  middle-class 
virtue,  violence  is  prevalent  not  just  among  "bar 
dykes,"  but  among  "lesbian  feminists"  and  others  too. 
As  Ann  Strach  and  Nan  Jersey  reflect,  "It  is  much  easier 
to  refer  to  those  lesbians  that  are  abused  and  those 
lesbians  that  abuse,  than  to  refer  to  myself  and  my  lover 
or  my  own  history  of  abuse."  (p.  90)  What  causes  the 
violence?  Admittedly,  the  questions  are  threatening. 
And  in  many  ways  fear  is  not  unfounded.  At  a  time 
when  the  battle  cry  of  the  right  wi  ng  seems  to  be  reverse 
discrimination,  the  idea  that  our  words  may  be  used 
against  us  is  neither  a  frivolous  nor  an  abstract  concern. 

But  how  are  battered  lesbians  affected  by  our 
silence  and  the  victim-blaming  it  implies?  When,  for 
example,  Mary  Lou  Dietrich  had  her  lover  arrested,  she 
reports  one  lesbian  said  to  her,  "I  can  see  turning  in  a 
batterer  and  calling  the  cops.  .  .but  a  lover?"  Another 
kept  telling  her,  "Don't  be  such  a  victim.  You're  acting 
like  a  victim."  Several  in  the  community  pressed  her  to 
drop  charges.  She  did  not,  but  the  emotional  costs  were 
high.  "I  am  angry  and  bitter,"  she  writes,  "that  the  local 


The  battered  women's  movement  has  focused  itself  on 
helping  the  female  victim  of  violence  and  not  the  male 
batterer.  Should  the  same  principle  hold  when  the  two 

partners  are  women? 


"not  only  possible  oppressive.  .  .responses,  but  also 
disclosure."  (p  108)  In  whatever  context,  though,  the 
battered  lesbian  may  feel  pressured  to  remain  silent,  if 
only,  as  Nancy  Hammond  suggests,  so  as  not  to 
reinforce  stereotypes  of  lesbian  relationships  as  "sick." 
(p.  196) 

If  isolation  is  a  recurrent  theme  in  battered 
women's  experiences  generally,  it  takes  on  particular 
meanings  for  battered  lesbians.  Feelings  of  invisibility 
and  self-blame  are  ones  that  often  gain  a  high  profile. 
Commenting  on  her  reactions  to  hearing  heterosexual 
battered  women  speak,  Susan  Kresge  reflects, 
"Underneath  my  identity  struggles ..  .was  my 
unconscious  belief  that  I  was  not  like  them  —  that  I  was 
not  legitimate  and  did  not  count  as  battered,  because  I 
was  a  lesbian.  Not  only  did  I  have  nowhere  to  go  for 
help,  I  didn't  believe  I  deserved  it."  (p.  146)  The 
struggle,  she  says,  is  and,  in  all  likelihood,  will  be  on¬ 
going;  it  has  not  ended  with  her  relationship. 


between  abuse  in  relationships  and  violence  in 
combative  situations?"  (p.  93)  Without  diminishing 
their  political  analysis,  they  stress  an  approach  which  is 
not  overly-judgmental.  Susan  Kresge,  too,  emphasizes 
the  larger  systemic  dimension  of  the  problem  at  hand. 
"I  stand,"  she  writes,  "on  the  fringes  of  the  women's 
community  watching  with  horror  and  sadness  the  self- 
hate  we  act  out  on  ourselves  and  each  other ....  I  know 
that  confronting  our  violence  by  embracing  us  all, 
[abusers,  and  abused] ...  is  to  wage  war,  with  love, 
against  a  society  that  would  have  us  be  different."  (p. 
147) 

How  do  we  balance  our  analysis?  Repeatedly,  it 
seems  discussion  hinges  on  one  question.  And  this  is  the 
third  crucial  area  of  concern  that  comes  to  mind:  what 
theory  should  we  employ  to  comprehend  the 
phenomenon  of  battering  in  lesbian  relationships? 
What  do  we  see  as  its  cause?  The  replies  we  formulate 
have  immediate  practical  impact.  If  we  view  the 


What  do  we  see  as  the  cause  of  lesbian  battering?  ...  a 
homophobic  society  ...  or  socialization  in  a  hierarchical 
and  violence-condoning  society? 


lesbian  community  doubled  my  victimization  and 
continues  to  tolerate  my  former  lover  while  it  shuns 
me."  (pp.  158-62)  Though  lack  of  support  was  by  no 
means  limited  to  members  of  the  lesbian  community, 
she  experienced  a  particular  sense  of  betrayal  when  her 
"sisters"  failed  to  be  there  for  her. 

Patterns  and  dynamics  of  abuse  are  often  similar 
from  one  context  to  another,  but,  as  several  writers 
discuss,  significant  differences  emerge  between  the 
issues  facing  battered  lesbians  and  those  that  confront 
their  straight  counterparts.  For  instance,  although  many 
lesbians  work  in  battered  women's  shelters  across  the 
country,  the  shelters  themselves  are  (currently)  geared 
toward  serving  the  needs  of  heterosexual  women.  For 
the  lesbian  who  seeks  aid,  the  difficulties  can  be 
extensive.  Lesbians  may  feel  unable  to  turn  to  family  for 
support.  But  then  given  the  networking  and 
"inbreddedness"  of  the  lesbian  community,  it  can  be 
hard  to  find  people  to  talk  to  there,  too.  And  when  a 
woman  does,  preserving  that  woman's  confidentiality 
among  other  lesbians  may  present  problems.  Taking 
recourse  in  the  criminal  justice  system  also  has  its  clear 
hazards.  If  lesbians  choose  to  be  closeted  and  want  to 
use  criminal  justice  system  options  in  responding  to 
abuse,  they  risk,  as  writers  Linda  and  Avreayl  point  out. 


How  do  we  find  constructive  ways  to  respond  to  a 
situation  this  complex?  Two  groups  of  essays  in  the 
anthology  turn  to  this  question.  The  thoughts  and  ideas 
are  various,  but  three  central  issues  emerge.  The  first 
issue  concerns  addressing  homophobia  —  both  that 
which  is  internalized  by  lesbians  and  that  which  exists  in 
society  at  large.  In  the  context  of  the  shelter  movement, 
Nomi  Porat  suggests  preliminary  steps  including  having 
shelters  adopt  "case  statements"  outlining  the  need  for 
and  scope  of  lesbian  services;  providing 
"Antihomophobia  Trainings";  redeveloping  counseling 
methods,  intake  procedures,  and  forms  to  eliminate 
heterosexist  language;  and  last,  but  not  least,  creating 
opportunities  for  battered  lesbians  to  take  leadership  in 
building  services  which  best  meet  their  needs,  (p.  81) 

Porat  also  argues  that  the  question  of  internalized 
homophobia  and  of  fears  about  violence  against 
women,  by  women,  requires  direct  attention.  Later  in 
the  anthology,  Suzanne  Pharr  outlines  two  workshops 
on  homophobia  suited  to  this  purpose.  And  Mindy 
Benowitz  expands  on  the  discussion  of  how  homopho¬ 
bia  affects  lesbians'  response  to  violence  in  lesbian 
relationships.  "We  often  feel  a  need,"  she  writes,  "to 
present  a  'together  lesbian'  image,  so  as  to  promote 
acceptance  of  ourselves  and  of  the  lesbian  communities 
we  are  seen  to  represent."  But,  she  continues,  "Our 
'lesbian  utopia'  notions  can  backfire  on  us.  .  ..  Our 
unrealistic  standards  make  it  difficult  to  admit  that 
lesbian  battering  exists."  (pp.  199-201) 

A  second  area  of  concern  is  more  immediately 
logistical.  Specifically,  how  should  support  groups  and 
other  services  for  battered  lesbians  be  structured?  What 
works?  What  complications  arise?  A  number  of 
contributing  writers  present  formats  they  have  used  in 
leading  groups  and  talk  about  the  various  successes  and 
difficulties  they  have  met.  One  of  the  central  questions 
that  emerges  here  has  to  do  with  the  relationship 
between  the  battered  women's  movement  and  lesbian 
batterers.  For  the  most  part,  the  movement  has  focused 
itself  on  helping  the  female  victim  of  violence  and  not 
the  male  batterer.  Should  this  same  principle  hold  when 
the  two  partners  are  women?  Do  our  obligations 
change  in  the  context  of  a  lesbian  community?  How 
does  the  discussion  affect  what  we  feel  our  response 
should  be  to  heterosexual  battering?  The  debate  is  not 
trivial. 

Barbara  Hart  and  the  Pennsylvania  Coalition 
Against  Domestic  Violence  hold  that  lesbians  who  have 
battered  should  not  "be  permitted  to  have  a  forum  in 
any  battered  women's  movement  literature  or  act¬ 
ivity...  [and  that]  all  unaccountable  batterers  [must] 
leave  our  gatherings."  (p.  96)  Women  who  have  been 
abused  should  not  have  to  worry  about  having  safe 
space,  they  say.  Even  while  this  idea  is  generally  agreed 
upon,  other  activists  see  a  need  for  further  discussion 
about  suggested  approaches.  Ann  Strach  and  Nan 
Jersey  draw  attention  to  the  complexities  involved  in 
the  matter  of  defining  battering  and  who  batterers  are: 

:  "Am  I  a  batterer  if  1  fight  back;  how  do  we  differentiate 


existence  of  a  homophobic  society  as  the  primary  cause 
of  violence  between  lesbians,  then  Susan  Kresge's 
response  makes  sense;  all  lesbians  need  to  work 
together.  But  if,  from  another  perspective,  we 
understand  lesbian  battering  as  resulting  from 
socialization  in  a  hierarchical  and  violence-condoning 
society,  then  Barbara  Hart's  viewpoint  that  we  must 
reject  the  dominant  culture  and  exclude  those  who 
promote  its  values  (no  matter  who  they  are)  may  be 
justified. 


In  the  specific  case  of  evolving  feminist  theory,  this 
is  a  timely  debate.  And  in  fact,  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
coincidence  that  a  book  like  Naming  the  Violence 
should  emerge  during  a  period  when  questions  about 
censorship  and  about  what  may  or  may  not  constitute 
"women's  values"  are  high  on  the  list  of  hot  issues.  The 
anthology  encourages  us  to  examine  our  fears.  And  it 
contributes  yet  more  voices  suggesting  our  analysis  has 
to  broaden. 

Even  as  Naming  the  Violence  does  this  in  truly 
creative  ways,  there  are  several  areas  in  which  the  book 
could  have  been  expanded.  Among  the  personal 
narratives,  for  instance,  there  are  none  written  from  the 
point  of  view  of  a  woman  who  predominantly  battered, 
(as  opposed  to  being  battered).  I  wonder  whether  this 
was  intentional  or  whether  the  exclusion  of  batterers' 
perspectives  was  merely  assumed.  While  I  genuinely 
respect  the  need  for  lesbians  who  have  been  battered  to 
have  separate  space  (book  form  and  otherwise)  in 
which  to  express  thoughts  and  feelings,  I  find  myself 
interested  in  whether  there  was  any  debate  on  the  issue 
in  terms  of  the  anthology's  format  in  particular.  I 
personally  feel  that  excluding  lesbian  batterers  from  our 
discussions  in  all  cases  cannot  be  helpful.  The 
complexity  at  hand  is  enormous.  And  the  notion  of 
obtaining  a  "pure  community"  through  exclusion 
seems  to  me  problematic.  I  do  not  see  why  some 
balance  cannot  be  reached  between  lesbian  open 
forums  and  closed  groups  —  including  groups  for 
batterers. 

Further  along  these  lines,  I  am  curious  about  the 
stand  the  majority  of  contributing  writers  take  against 
sado-masochism.  Is  an  analysis  of  lesbian  battering 
necessarily  incompatible  with  a  pro-s/m  view?  I  want  to 
hear  more  about  this. 

Another  area  I  feel  could  have  used  more  attention 
has  to  do  with  the  criminal  justice  system.  Most  of  these 
writers  approach  the  matter  from  the  perspective  that 
the  system  is  unfair  to  lesbians,  but  that  it  is  not 
inherently  flawed;  authors  imply  it  might  eventually  be 
able  to  be  helpful.  I  question  whether  the  difficulties  are 
not  more  entrenched. 

Lastly,  I  wonder  about  what  kind  of  application  the 
discussion  of  lesbian  battering  can  have  to  gay  men  in 


Our  'lesbian  utopia'  notions  . . .  make  it  difficult  to  admit 
that  lesbian  battering  exists. 


abusive  relationships.  How  do  the  issues  overlap?  How 
don't  they? 

These  are  some  of  my  queries.  True,  all  books  have 
to  limit  their  scope.  But  I  would  have  looked  forward  to 
a  more  varied  collection  of  views.  Maybe  this  is  a 
project  for  others.  With  or  without  my  queries,  though. 
Naming  the  Violence  commands  respect  for  how  it 
incorporates  and  points  toward  a  discussion  of  social 
and  individual  complexity.  It  speaks  in  immediate  and 
concrete  terms.  Reading  it,  we  are  forced  to  examine 
both  what  the  issues  involve  on  a  social  scale,  (reliance 
on  the  criminal  justice  system,  creating  shelters/support 
groups),  and  what  may  make  the  questions  difficult 
personally.  That  the  anthology  is  thought-provoking, 
there  is  no  doubt. 


Resource  List 
for  Battered  Lesbians 

Support  groups,  safe  homes  and  shelter  ser¬ 
vices  for  lesbians  involved  in  violent  relationships 
are  emerging  throughout  the  country.  In 
Massachusetts,  a  number  of  resources  are 
available.  HAWC,  in  Salem,  is  starting  a  support 
group  for  battered  lesbians  (617-744-6841,  con¬ 
tact  Beth).  Respond  Inc.,  in  Somerville,  has  had 
groups  in  the  past  and  may  sponsor  future  ones 
(61 7-623-5900).  Either  shelter  can  provide  a  list  of 
references  for  services  in  the  Boston  area.  Out¬ 
side  Massachusetts,  the  National  Coalition 
Against  Domestic  Violence  may  be  of  help  in  sup¬ 
plying  information  (2401  Virginia  Ave.  N.W.  Suite 
306,  Washington,  D.C.  20037;  202-293-8860). 


HOTLINES  (in  Massachusetts) 

The  Samaritans  (24  hours)  (61 7)247-0220 

Project  Place  (24  hours)  (617)267-9150 

Gay/Lesbian  Hotline  (M-F,  6pm-midnight) 

(617)426-9371 


Lesbian/Gay  Groups 

Boston  Working  Group  on  Lesbian  Battering 

(phone  for  messages  only)  (617)561-0986 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program 
(Fenway  Community  Health  Center) 

(617)267-7573 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

(617)542-5188 


SHELTERS/SAFE  HOMES 

Eastern  Massachusetts  (617) 

Casa  Myrna  Vasquez  (Boston/Dorchester)  825-1 666 
Elizabeth  Stone  House  (Jamaica  Plain)  522-341 7 


FINEX  House  (Dorchester)  288-1054 

Harbor  Me  (East  Boston)  889-2111 

Renewal  House  (Roxbury)  566-6881 

Respond,  Inc.  (Somerville)  623-5900 

Transition  House  (Cambridge)  661-7203 


Waltham  Battered  Woman  Support  Committee 

899-8676 
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Black  Gay  and  Lesbian  Resource  List 


ALABAMA 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
Box  603 

Montgomery,  AL  36101-0603 


ARKANSAS 

Minority  Prison  Project 
Box  3541 

Little  Rock,  AR  72203-3541 
"referral  and  parole/probation  service" 


CALIFORNIA 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council 
do  Rev.  Carl  Bean 
5882  W.  Pico  Blvd.  #210 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90019 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
7985  Santa  Monica  Blvd.  #109-136 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90046 
(213)250-0904 

Lesbians  of  Color 

P.O.  Box  2344 

Los  Angeles,  CA  9(K)51 

"activist,  social  support  group" 

Black  and  White  Men  Together 
Box  4125 

Long  Beach,  CA  90804 
(213)  438-1234 

Wimmin  of  Color  Rap  Croup 
2025  E.  10th  St. 

Long  Beach,  CA  90804 

San  Diego  chapter/National  Coalition  of 
Black  Lesbians  and  Cays 
James  B.  Newton  III 
4895  Dealon  Dr. 

San  Diego,  CA  92101 

Lesbians  of  Color 
Box  5602 

San  Diego,  CA  92105 

"social,  rap  and  workshop  activities" 

Black  &  White  Men  TLsgether 
Box  964 

San  Diego,  CA  92112 

Women  of  Color  United 
4159  Beta  St. 

San  Diego,  CA  921 13 

Third  World  Caucus/Alice  B.  Tolkas  Lesbian 
/Cay  Democratic  Club 
Box  11316 

San  Francisco,  CA  94101 
(415)  621-7541 

Third  World  AIDS  Advisors'  Task  Force 
do  San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation 
54  10th  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

Timothy  Lee  Coalition 
do  Valencia  Hospital 
523A  Valencia  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 

Black  and  White  Men  Together 
(National  Organization) 

584  Castro  St.  #140 
San  Francisco.  CA  941 14 
(415)  431-1976 

Black  and  White  Men  Together 
2269  Market  St.  #199 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

Bay  Area  Black  Lesbians  and  Cays 
437  Webster  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 17 

Connexions 
4228  Telegraph  Ave. 

Oakland,  CA  94605 
"translations  from  the  international 
feminist  press" 

Third  World  Lesbian  Support  Croup 
Pacific  Center 
2712  Telegraph  Ave. 

Berkeley.  CA  94705 

Multi-Cultural  Lesbian  and  Cay  Studies 
Program 

300  Eshleman  Hall, 

U.C.  Berkeley 
Berkeley,  CA  94720 
(415)  642-6942 

"classes  and  research  into  gay  and  lesbian 
issues' ' 

Black  cS  Vyhile  Men  Together 
San  lose 
Box  1192 

Los  Gatos.  CA  95031 
(4081  356-6932/277-0644 


CONNECTICUT 

MACT-Connecticut 
P.O.  Box  12332 
Hartford,  CT06112 
(203)  742-0624 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Sapphire  Sapphos 
P.O,  Box  26327 
Washington,  DC  20001 

loseph  Beam,  Editor 
Black/Out,  The  Magazine  of  NCBLC 
P.O.  Box  2314 
Philadephia,  PA/  19103 

The  National  Institute  for  Women  of  Color 
P.O.  Box  50583 
Washington,  DC  20004 

National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and 
Cays  (NCBLC) 

National  Office 
P.O.  Box  2490 
Washington,  DC  20013 
(202)  265-7117 

The  International  Network  of  Lesbians  of 

African  Descent 

do  NCBLC 

P.O.  Box  2490 

Washington,  DC  20013 

(202)  265-7117 

Third  World  Lesbian/Cay  Caucus 
National  Lesbian/Cay  Task  Force 
1517  U.  St.  NW 
Washington,  DC  20009 

Third  World  Cay  Grad  Students 
do  Washington  Blade 
Box  302 

930  F.  St.  NW#315 
Washington,  DC  20004 

Spectrum  —  See  the  Light 

Koba  Associates 

1156  15th  St,  NW 

Washington,  DC  20005 

"education  for  the  Black  community 

about  AIDS" 

Third  World  Lesbian/Cay  Caucus/National 

Lesbian  and  Cay  Task  Force 

1517  U.  St.  NW 

Washington,  DC  20009 

(202)  332-6483 

Upfront 
P.O.  Box  2293 
Washington,  DC  20013 
'progressive.  Black  women's  newspaper" 

Be  Bop  Books 
P.O.  Box  33085 
Washington,  DC  20033 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
Box  14218 

Washington,  DC  20044 

Faith  Temple 
Box  386 

Howard  University 
Washington,  DC  2(X)59 

D.C.  Coalition  of  Black  Cay  Women  and 
Menh 

P.O.  Box  50662 
Washington,  DC  20004 


FLORIDA 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
do  Steve  McGehee 
5934  NW  21st  St. 

Lauderhill,  FL  33313 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
41 1  Chapel  Drive  #226 
Tallahassee,  FL  32304 


GEORGIA 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
Box  1334 
Atlanta,  GA  30301 

CAMA/Cay  -Atlanta  Minority  Association 
P.O.  Box  3381 
Atlanta,  CA  30302 

The  National  Black  Women  s  Health 
Project 

1237  Cordon  Rd.  SW 
Atlanta,  CA  30310 


ILLINOIS 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
P.O.  Box  14622 
Chicago,  IL  60614 

Black  Lesbian  Support  Croup 
do  Moving  Mountain  Coffee  House 
1655  W.  School  St. 

Chicago,  I L  60657 

Committee  of  Cay  Black  Men 
Box  7209 
Chicago,  IL  60680 
(312)  248-5188 

Kupona  Network 
P.O.  Box  11493 
Chicago,  IL  6061 1 
(312)  235-6123 

"education  for  the  Black  community 
about  AIDS" 

CREAT  Men  of  Chicago 
Box  7209 
Chicago,  IL  60680 

INDIANA 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
Box  88784 

Indianapolis,  IN  46208 

Third  Woman  Press 
do  Chicano-Rigueno  Studies 
Ballantine  Hall  849 
Indiana  University 
Bloomington,  IN  47405 

KANSAS 

Topeka,  Kansas/NCBLC 
Retha  Simms 
2641  SE  nth  St. 

Topeka,  KS  66607 

KENTUCKY 

Black  Lesbian  Network 
Box  1 701 

Louisville,  KY  40201 

Black  &  White  Men  Together  ■ 

1321  S.  Preston  St. 

Louisville,  KY  40208 

LOUISIANA 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
2033  Burgundy  St. 

New  Orleans,  LA  701 16 
(514)947-4297 

MARYLAND 

Baltimore  Coalition' of  Black  Lesbians  and 
Cays 

do  Box  22575 
Baltimore,  MD  21203 
(301)837-5445 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
P.O,  Box  22472 
Baltimore,  MD  21203 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
167  Tremont  St.  #5 
Box  1 

Boston,  MA02111 
(617)  536-3392 

Inner  Voices 

P.O.  Box  543 

Cambridge,  MA  022338 

"newsletter  for/by  women  of  color,  first 

issue  in  April  '87" 

Black  Men's  Association 
P.O.  Box  196  Astor  Sation 
Boston,  MA  02123 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
1396  Drift  Rd. 

Westport,  MA  02790 

MICHIGAN 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
P.O.  Box  8831 
Detroit,  Ml  48224 

Our  Family 
P.O.  Box  35361 
Detroit,  Ml  48235 

MINNESOTA 

Black  &  White  Men  Together  —  Twin  Cities 
P.O.  Box  40272 
St.  Paul,  MN  5510 

IRUWA/Minnesota  Coalition  of  Black  Cays 
P.O.  Box  19146 
Minneapolis,  MN  55419 

MISSISSIPPI 

Southern  Rural  Women's  Network 
500  East  County  Line  Rd. 

Jackson.  MS  3921 1 

NEW  YORK 

Study  Croup/Black  Lesbian  Books 
Lesbian  Herstory  Archives 
P.O.  Box  1258 
New  York,  NY  10001 

Salsa  Soul  Sisters 
P.O.  Box  1119 
New  York.  NY  10009 


NEW  YORK 


Women  of  Color  Photo  History  Project 
P.O,  Box  2651 
Peter  Stuyvesant  Station 
New  York,  NY  10009 

Cay  Men  of  African  Descent 
do  Cay  Community  Ctr. 

208  W,.  13th  St. 

New  York,  NY  10011 
(212)  969-0014 

Men  of  All  Colors  Together 
P.O.  Box  1518  Ansonia  Station 
New  York,  NY  10023 

New  York  City  Chapter/National  Coalition 

of  Black  Lesbians  and  Cays 

do  Gwendolyn  Rogers 

230  Riverside  Drive,  Apt.  18a 

New  York,  NY  10025 

Minority  Task  Force  on  AIDS 
92  St.  Nicholas  Ave,  Suite  1-B 
New  York,  NY  10026 

Committee  of  Visibility  of  the  Other  Black 

Woman 

do  Johnson 

2130  First  Ave.,  #2601 

New  York,  NY  10029 

Harlem  Metropolitan  Community  Church 

P.O.  Box  574 

New  York,  NY  10030 

Third  World  Resource  Directory 
Orbis  Books 
Maryknoll,  NY  19545 

Conditions 

P.O.  Box  56 

New  York,  NY  11215 

Other  Countries 

P.O.  Box  21176,  Midtown  Station 

New  York,  NY  10129 

"writers'  collective  for  Black  gay  men" 

Third  World  Lesbian/Cay  Caucus 
National  Lesbian  and  Cay  Task  Force 
80  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York,  NY  11215 

Third  World  Women's  Archives 
Box  1 59 

Brooklyn,  NY  11232 

Kitchen:  Women  of  Color  Press 
P.O.  Box  908 
Latham,  NY  12110 

Cays,  Bisexuals  and  Lesbians  of  Color 
Cornell  University 
535  Willlard  "Straight"  Hall 
Ithaca,  NY  14853 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Triangle  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and 
Cays 

604  W.  Chapel  Hill  St. 

Durham,  NC  27701 
(919)  682-6374 

OHIO 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
P.O.  Box  151276 
Columbus,  OH  43215 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
Box  5144 

Cleveland,  OH  44114-0144 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
Box  1346 

Youngstown,  OH  44501 
(216)  782-3483or: 

2710  Volney  Road 
Youngstown,  OH  4451 1 

OREGON 

Black  Lesbians/Cays  United 
654  SW  Grant,  #101 
Portland,  OR  97201 

Men  of  All  Colors  Together 
do  Tim  Wilson 
4005  NE  15th  Ave. 

Portland,  OR  97212 
(503)  282-8739 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Black  &  White  Men  Together  — 

Pittsburgh 
do  C  &  L  Center 
800  Wood  St. 

Pittsburgh,  PA  15221 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
P.O.  Box  42257 
Philadelphia,  PA  19101 
(215)  878-1512 

Les  Femmes  Unies 
P.O.  Box  42833 
Philadelphia,  PA  19101 

Black  Cay  Archives 
Box  30024 

Philadelphia,  PA  19103 

Philadelphia  Chapter  of  National  Coalition 

of  Black  Lesbians  and  Cays/Innerpride 

James  Roberts 

c/o  Black/Out 

P.O.  Box  2413 

Philadelphia,  PA  19103 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
28  Smith  St. 

Charleston,  SC  29401 

TENNESSEE 

Memphis  Black  Cay  Support 
1285  Niese 
Memphis,  TN  38106 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
Box  41773 
Memphis,  TN  38174 
(901)  274-6280/726-1461 

TEXAS 


Dallas  Black  Cay  Coalition 
3920  Cedar  Springs 
Dallas  TX  75219 
(214)  528-4233 


Men  of  All  Colors  Together  —  Dallas 
P.O.  Box  190611 
Dallas,  TX  75219 


WASHINGTON 

Cay  Black  Women 's  Rap  &  Support  Croup 
1 505  Broadway 
Seattle,  WA  98122 

Black  &  White  Men  Together  —  Seattle 
P.O.  Box  12348 
Seattle,  WA  981 1 1 

WISCONSIN 

Black  &  White  Men  Together 
Box  12292,  M.L.  King  Station 
Milwaukee,  Wl  53212 
(414)  265-8500  or  449-2454 

FOREIGN 


Black  Lesbian  and  Cay  Centre  Project 
BM  Box  #4390 
London  WCIN  3XX 
ENGLAND 


Lesbians  of  Color 
P.O.  Box  6597,  Station  A 
Toronto,  Ontario 
CANADA  MSW,  1X4 


Zami 

Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  Ontario 
CANADA  MSW,  1X9 


Third  World  Women's  Publication 
do  Kwame  Nkrumah  House 
173  Old  Street 
London  EC1  6NJ 
ENGLAND 


This  listing  was  compiled  by  I 
N.  Diffloth,  and  CCN  staffers,  I 
to  document,  during  Black  I 
History  Month,  the  burgeoning 
of  Black  gay  and  lesbian 
organizations.  We  hope 
readers  will  keep  this  list  as  a 
resource.  We  also  encourage] 
you  to  send  in  additions  or  cor¬ 
rections  so  we  can  print  up¬ 
dated  lists  in  the  future.  We 
welcome  listings  for  other 
groups  of  gay  people  of  color. 
Address  correspondence  to  I 
People  of  Color  Resource  List, 
GChl,  167  Tremont  St.,| 
Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Not  Natural  for  Prime  Time 


Continued  from  page  7 

Of  the  diverse  subjects 
presented  in  “Homo  Video,”  the 
tragedy  of  AIDS  receives  the  most 
thorough  yet  varied  attention. 
Public  Service  Announcements 
made  for  commercial  television 
have  been  inserted  between  longer 
tapes  throughout  the  program. 
While  these  and  other  tapes  ap¬ 
proach  the  topic  directly,  others 
take  a  more  sidelong  view.  “How 
to  Seduce  a  Preppy,”  a  pro¬ 
vocative,  28-minute  tape  gleaned 
from  public  access  cable  TW,  dem¬ 
onstrates  the  joys  of  safe  sex  and 
dogged  persuasion.  John 
Greyson’s  “Moscow  Does  Not 
Believe  in  Queers”  is  a  clever, 
multi-layered  account  of  the 
presence  of  the  first  openly  gay 
delegates  to  the  International 
Youth  Festival  held  in  Moscow  in 
1985.  News  that  Rock  Hudson  has 
AIDS  leaks  out  during  the  Festival 
and  Greyson  evokes  a  posthumous 
TV  talk-show  appearance  from 
Russian  Revolutionist  Alexandra 
Kollontai,  who  tells  us  certain 
facts  about  the  Soviet  Union’s 
own  secret  sexual  past.  With 
Rona  Barrett  panache,  Kollontai 
reveals  that  homosexuality  was 
legalized  within  the  first  few 
months  after  the  1917  Revolution, 
and  remained  legal  until  the  mid¬ 
dle  ’30s. 

The  most  moving  piece  on  AIDS 
is  Peter  Adair’s  and  Robert  Eps¬ 
tein’s  “The  AIDS  Show:  Artists 
Involved  with  Death  and 
Survival.”  A  documentary  with¬ 
out  the  typical  authoritative  voice¬ 
over,  the  57-minute  tape  is  a  fun¬ 
ny,  painful  look  at  the  evolution  of 
the  stage  production  of  The  AIDS 
Show,  written  and  performed  by 
San  Francisco’s  Theater  Rhino¬ 
ceros.  Through  a  non-linear  se¬ 
quence  of  excerpts  from  the  play 
and  interviews  with  various  cast 
members,  we  begin  to  feel  an 
undercurrent  of  the  anger  and 
grief  that  runs  through  brittle  stage 
lines  like,  “Oh  God,  don’t  take  me 
—  take  Nancy  Reagan!” 

The  hearts  in  this  company  may 
at  times  be  broken,  but  they  con- 


338-70V 


Saturday  &  Sunday 
Brunch 

$6.95 

Wednesday  night  — 
all  you  can  eat 

$9.95 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph.D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

266-2069 


Counseling  6 

Psychotherapy 
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Just  Because  of  IVho  We  Are 


tinue  to  beat  with  insistence  that 
life  —  even  if  it  is  Nancy’s  —  go 
on.  And  throughout  the  piece  is  a 
courageous  sarcasm  which  ques¬ 
tions  our  assumed  self-importance 
at  the  same  time  it  reminds  us  to 
treat  ourselves  gently:  “You  know 
I’d  like  to  die  a  noble  death,  full  of 
love  for  all  mankind,  but  I  think 
I’m  too  smart  for  that.” 

Of  course,  there  are  the  predic¬ 
table  failures  of  artistic  nerve, 
either  on  the  part  of  the  videoar¬ 
tists,  or  on  mine:  “experimental” 
pieces  that  I  either  didn’t  get  or 
didn’t  like.  But  quick  artistic  suc¬ 


cess  isn’t  the  point  of  “Homo 
Video.”  The  point  is  to  keep  up 
with  the  quiet  video  explosion  of 
ideas  and  opinions  and  talent  and 
nerve  that  is  coming  from  our 
communities.  The  ambiguities  and 
hard  realities  of  the  1980s  demand 
something  besides  the  we-are- 
normal-happy-people  documen¬ 
taries  that  our  local  PBS  stations 
bring  out  every  June  before  the 
Pride  March.  “Homo  Video” 
does  more  than  tell  us  about 
“Where  We  Are  Now”;  it  has  a 
lot  to  say  about  the  directions  we 
are  going. 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

HIV  Education  and  Testing  Program  • 
General  Medicine  •  Women’s  Health  • 
Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  ■ 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program 
Nutrition  •  Dermatology  • 
Geriatrics  •  Podiatry 

16HavllandSt  •  Boston  •  267-7573 

by  appointment  only 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of 
Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


COUNSEUNQ 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Couns^lng 

Call  247-4661.  ^xt  58 

S20  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Shyness 

•  Difficulties  in  meeting  new  people 
•Anxiety  about  forming  relationships 

We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in 
detail,  and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward 
specific  goals. 

Our  Licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  more  information  call  262-9116. 


Inlonnalion-Evaluation-naterTSI  Sanrice 
Insurance  accepted. 


Boston 


behoyiof 


Danvers 


0&6CXI0te6 


262-9166 
nr.  Arlington  T 


5  Elm  St. 
774-0142 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


Cambridte 
SI  Brattle  St. 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Newburyport  —  North  Shore 

Women’s  Counseling  &  Family  Services 

an  affirmative  counseling  service  for 
lesbians  &  gay  men,  their  partners  &  families. 


Elizabeth  Fragola,  LICSW 
Sarah  F.  Pearlman,  LCSW 
Cynthia  Scheuer,  Ph.D. 


The  Professional  Building 
Forrester  Street 
Newburyport,  MA  01950 

negotiable  fees  617/465-1061  insurance  accepted 


Telephone: 
(61 7)  262-5223 


Agoraphobia  Treatment 
and  Research  Center  of 
New  England 
264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Laurie  A.  Livingston,  Ed.D. 
Licensed  Psychologist 

Specializing  in: 

agoraphobia  •  panic  disorder  •  simple  fears  and  phobias 
•  depression  •  stress  disorders  •  social  anxiety  • 


GLCS 


Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services 

Group  now  forming  at  GLCS: 


Coming  Out  Group 

for  Women 

A  twelve-week  group  for  women  interested 
in  exploring  their  emerging  sexuality  in  a 
supportive,  therapeutic  environment.  The 
group  will  meet  Tuesday  evenings  from 
5:30  PM  to  7:00  PM,  beginning  in  late 
February.  For  more  detailed  information, 
please  call  Gina  Tempesta,  M.S.W.  at 
GLCS. 

GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  which  has 
been  serving  the  community  since  1971. 


542-5188 

Weekdays  9AM-9PM 
Confidential  Services 
Convenient  Downtown 
location 


'Sliding  Fee 
Scale/lnsurance 
Accepted 
'No  one  denied 
services  for  in¬ 
ability  to  pay 


'in  the  interest  of 
our  clients’  con¬ 
fidentiality,  all  in¬ 
surance  claims  are 
filed  under  our 
corporate  name, 
CSI 


Hooked  On  Sex 

You’re  hooked  if  sex  is  an  escape  from  depression 
or  relationships.  You’re  hooked  if  you  put  yourself 
in  danger  and  brush  aside  worries  about  AIDS. 


Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


_ _ 

B  ROBERT  HAAS  ASSOCIATES 

266  BEACON  STREET  •  BOSTON,  MA  02116  •  TEU  (617)  262-6269 

COUPLES  THERAPY 

Is  your  relationship  just  not  working?  Need  to  learn  to  meet  each 
other’s  needs  better?  Roben  Haas  Asociates  offers  individual  and 
couples  therapy  which  uses  specific  behavioral  interventions  to  help 
couples  enhance  their  relationships.  At  RHA,  we  sit  down  with  you 
—  in  a  relaxed,  gay-identified  environment  —  and  work  together  to 
develop  a  personalized  therapy  program. 

In  addition,  RHA  provides  task-focused,  shorr-term  therapy  for: 
stress-related  illnesses  •  relationship  problems  •  anxiety 
•depression  •  shyness  •  weight  problems 

Insurance  accepted  Sliding  fee  scale 


Page  12  •  Gay  Community  News,  February  22-28,  1987 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 
ATTOPNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 


General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small 
Business 

52  Western  Ave.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker's  Comp 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

ImurancB  for  all  your  noods 

Orleans/Bewster 
Office  ParK 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 
Boston,  MA  02109 
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WALK  IN  OR  BY  APPOINTMENT  TEL.  338-9641 


VINNIE’S  BARBER  SHOP 


M  -  F.  8:30  -  5:30 
SAT.  8:30  -  2:30 
ED  ROBICHAUD 
MANAGER 


86  BERKLEY  ST. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


$2  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD 


GCN 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


healthy  teeth. . .  they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


This  could 
be  your  ad 

Call 

617-426-4469 
to  learn  how 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 


J  &  S  Automotive 


BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 


It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  all  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  (or 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up,  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  sometimes 
it's  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S  has 
been  Boston's  hippest  garage  for  years  and 
years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it's  also 
been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never  cheated 
anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the  years  they 
kept  learning  new  makes  and  new  techni¬ 
ques,  and  now  can  repair  about  anything. 
Their  speciality  is  still  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  ol  depen¬ 
dability.  But  they're  ready  for  anything  and 
did  most  of  the  work  on  the  antique  vehicles 
for  the  movie  "The  Brinks  Job," 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  "Best  of  Boston," 
Fall  1980. 


277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 
Janice  Platner,  Barbara  J.  Macy 
Gerry  Azzata 


•Criminal  Defense 
•Real  Estate  Transactions 
•Domestic  Relations 
•Discrimination 
•  Probate  of  Estates 
•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 


•Estate  Planning 
•Business  Representation 
•Relationship  Agreements 
•Civil  Litigation 
•General  Practice  of  Law 
•Condominium  Conversion 


529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


2266  Market  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
41 5-626-4224 


business  guide 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR 
15  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUC  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINC/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 
BOOKSTORES 
CLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 
NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

THE  REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 

Central  America,  Gay  & 

Lesbian  lit,  etc. 

92  Green  St.,  ).P. 

(617)  522-1464 

Tues.-Fri.  12-7  Sat.,  Sun.,  12-5 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 

AFFORDABLE  CATERING 

FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID  STOLER 


CHIROPRACTORS 

TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 1 22  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOC  TRAINING  CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 

926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02 1 39 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 
DAVID  L.  COLLINS,CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 


ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.MA  01840 
683-7676 

LABWORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

WHOLE  HEALTH  CROUP 
Swedish,  Deep  Tissue,  &  Medical 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 
MEDICAL/COUNSELING 
ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A  BURKE,  LOW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Coodway  Road 
Jamaica  Pla(ri,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
288-1457  ' 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR.WOMEN, 
COUPLES  AND  CHILDREN 
Jill  Richard,  LICSW 
1130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Square 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 


MEDICAL/COUNSELINC 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
186'/2  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 


DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 


PLASTERING 

DAVERIK  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3%l 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 


STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURCH  ED.D 
Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7832 


PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
60'/!  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Apointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 

Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


COMMODORE  REALTY  & 
INVESTMENT  GROUP 
David  J.  Vieira,  Broker/Owner 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-1507 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES  REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Sdlio,BarryWing 
9  Warren  Square 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-2896/  524-6074 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
536-8700 
ROLLING 
LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
45  Newbury  St.,  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
782-1952/266-8584 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 


Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  #3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


776-6158 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267- 


PIANO  TUNINC/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 
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PERSONALS _ 

BABY  DOG 

Thcxj^  5  vxis  ha«  come  and  gone  cw  Icjve  and 
passion  —  evef  strong  with  warmest  hugs  & 
sweeter  kisses  To  you  I  send  aR  kxtng  wishes! 

Pomplemousse! 
P.S.  Looking  forward  to  vacation!  I  (31) 

SWEET  INSPIRATIONS 
I'd  Hke  to  meet  an  attractive.  goocHooking  LF. 
Intelligence,  warmth  a  joy  lor  living  are  sweet 
complements.  I  feel  I'm  all  of  the  above.  If 
you're  similafty  modest.  X  + .  a  non^mkr.  let's 
meet  to  se  If  we  are  compatible  as  friends  or 
whatever.  P.S.  I  fove  the  ocean.  Box  179.(32) 

LF  36,  looking  to  share  country  adventures, 
movies,  cozy  times  ith  friends,  left  politics. 
poetry  and  passion.  Box  1 78. _ (33) 

HOT  SAFE  JO  ONLY 
WM  33  Gdikg.  well  hong,  into  hot  safe  JO  only 
with  decent  looking  guys  in  to  same.  Serious 
replies  only.  P06  86.  Astor  Station.  Boston.  MA 
02123. _ (32) 

Blind  GM  needs  ride  back  to  Medford  after  Fri. 
nite  stuffing  at  GCN.  Call  5760949. 96.  ask  for 
Dave. _ (C)) 

LOVING  RESP  WOMAN 
Human  serv  prof  27.  warm  romantic  seeks 
woman  3040  to  share  joy  of  living,  art.  music, 
dance,  travel,  morxjg,  king  term  lelaL  no  drttgs. 
Metro  west.  Box  173. _ (32) 

NEWLY  MOVED  TO  SOUTHERN  NH 
LF  37  yrs  would  like  to  meet  similar  othersjust 
friends  for  now.  I'm  fat.  Just  out  of  a  long  rela¬ 
tionship,  and  feel  very  isolated  in  this  area  at  a 
time  when  I  need  people  most!  Lk  the  outdoors, 
animals,  rro  drugs.  Even  penpals  would  help! 
192  Bypass  28-Box  104  Derry,  NH  03038.(32) 
BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks  Swimmers  Athletes.  Outcalls  $75  in  all 
U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn  $55/hr.  Work  in 
any  U.S.  city.)  Call  Scott  at  216545-1238.(38) 

PLAN  NOW  to  spend  Memorial  Day  WeekerxJ 
(May  22-25)  at  CAMPFEST,  the  comfortable 
vvornen's  music  festival.  Four  days  of  music  and 
dances.  The  Fabulous  Dyketones,  Maxine 
Fekknan,  Dekke  McCalls  Lucie  Blue  Tremblay, 
Labrys,  Suede.  A  relaxed  and  friendly  at¬ 
mosphere  in  a  luxurious  setting.  Swimming 
poool.  tennis  courts,  lake  fishing,  concert  hall, 
indoor  hot  showers  and  flush  toilets  Choice  of 
cabin,  tent  space,  RV.  Singles  activities.  Craft 
marketplace  Wcrkshops  Softball.  Come  be  part 
of  the  magic  at  CAMPFEST  with  meals  included 
tor  $28.75  a  day  or  less.  Write  for  brochure. 
P.O.  Box  53430,  Phila.  PA  19105.  (609) 
694-2037. _ iW) 

WHY  HAVEN’T  YOU  BEEN  MEETING 

THE  RIGHT  PEOPLE? 

Because  you  haven't  called  BUDDIES  ! 
BUDDIES-  the  personalcBd  introduction  service 
with  the  largest  gay  cllentelle  In  N.E  Call  (603) 
880-7625.  _ (32) 

SINGLE,  FEMALE  AND  GAY? 
Looking  for  a  permanent  relationship,  a  deeply 
satisfyirig  frieridship  or  a  cornpanion  vvho  shares 
your  interests  and  attitudes?  WOMAN  TO 
WOMAN  is  for  you!  The  professional  introduc¬ 
tion  service  for  lesbians  in  New  England  area 
Call  (603)  882-6670. _  (32) 

PERSONAL  PROFILES 
a  book  by  Louise  Delarla 
Teaches  you  to  reald  hands  (palmistry).  Whole- 
person  viewpoint,  feminist  orientation.  Call 
395-4819  for  info. _ (31) 

GWM  30,  Br.  hair/hzl  eyes,  5'  11"  by 
turns  shy,  boisterous,  sexy,  klutzy, 
camp  or  dead  serious,  seeks  versatile, 
nice,  sane  beau  for  music,  bear  hugs, 
rainy  walks,  biking;  someone  to  laugh 
and  cry  with,  write  tacky  postcards  to, 
adore,  bake  brownies  for,  watch  shav- 
ing.  Box  624,  Cam.  02142. _ (33) 

LONELY  LF 

Educated  M  to  F  TS  with  LF  orientation 
seeks  LF  to  write  to.  I  enjoy  reading, 
music,  outdoors,  and  am  a  good  letter 
writer.  Box  177. _ (31) 

GM,  former  teacher/naturalist,  attr. 
young  47,  6'  3"  avid  X-C  ski,  kayak, 
swim,  cycle;  pursue  yoga  &  medit.,  cl. 
music,  literature,  experimental  writing. 
Seek  compatible  guy,  good  energy, 
sense  of  himself,  to  share  work  and 
play  on  developing  organic  farm  in 
unspoiled  eastern  Maine.  I've  built 
house  &  barn,  started  fields,  livestock, 
crops.  Open  to  purely  professional  ex¬ 
change;  offer  apprenticing  position  & 
consider  taking  couple,  m  or  f.  Learn 
small  farm  skills  for  r&b  &  small  sti¬ 
pend.  Partnership,  own  land 
negotiable.  Reply  describe  yourself  and 
goals.  Non-discriminatory.  Pic  ap¬ 
preciated.  All  letters  answered.  Box 
176 _ (31) 

IVY  BOY 

Single  U  of  P  boy  seeking  older  male 
companion.  Call  Paul,  (215)  387-4579. 

(31) _ 

GF  33  sks  GFs  for  recreational  sex.  Tell 
me  what  you  like.  I  will  service  all. 
Nothing  is  too  kinky  for  me.  J.F.,  PO 
Box  413  Waltham,  MA  02154. _ (^) 


GARDNER  $275  INCL  UTILS 
Prof.  GM  seeks  quiet  dependable  room¬ 
mate.  Own  room  and  bath.  Off  street 
parking.  No  pets  or  smoke.  623-8836 
after  3pm  MWF  or  weekend. _ 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WOMEN'S  CRAFT  MARKET 
Wdmarvmade  arts  and  crafts.  All  you  favorite 
craftswomen  return  on  Intn'l  Women's  Day, 
March  6  at  186  Hampshire  Sl_  (^am..  Noon  to 
5: _ (M) 

NEW  YORK  COMMITTEE  FOR 
SHARON  KOWALSKI  FORMED 
Sharcn  is  still  a  prisoner  we  intend  to 
do  something  about  it!  New  York 
committee  to  free  Sharon  Kowalski 
CIO  The  Women’s  (Center  243  W.  20 
Street.  New  York,  New  York  10011. 
(31) 

EDITORIAL  HELP 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer  cor¬ 
respondence,  perform  general  Office  tasks  Time 
commitmertt  2  his  vreekty  minimum.  Weekdays 
&  Thurs.  arxJ  Fri.  nights;  possible  take  home 
work.  Call  Loie,  426-4469. _ (C) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 

OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 
The  next  gathering  will  bq  held  in  the  Boston 
area  during  the  weekend  of  March  27th.  We 
meet  for^support  &  networking  arxl  welcome 
contact  fiom  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of 
Holocaust  Survivors  A  partners  group  has  also 
been  formed  for  women  who  are  in  relationship 
with  JLDHS.  Membership  is  not  deperxlent  on 
both  partners  For  information,  write  Box  6194, 
Boston.  M  A  021 1 4  or  call  (61 7)  321 4254.(35) 

OFF  LINE  AND  INACCESSIBLE! 

OUR  TDD  IS  NOT  WORKING! 

-AtkI  canrxDt  be  fixed.  We  need  about  $200  to 
replace  the  one  we  had.  Rease  consider  a  (tax- 
deductible)  cashcontribution  or  (also  deductible) 
donate  your  second  TDD  to  us  so  that  we  may  re¬ 
establish  accessabilitywith  the  deaMtearing  in> 
paired  community  soon.  Sen  donations  to  GCN 
TDD,  167  T remont  St.,  Boston,  M A  021 1 1 ,  or 
call  with  ideas  or  questions.  4264469  and  ask 
(or  Catherine.  Sorry,  voice  line  only. 
(31) 

FLYING  FINGERS  AKA  DATA  ENTRY 

If  you  have  some  lime  to  do  data  entry  for  GCN, 
particularily  during  the  day,  we  have  a  simple 
project  that  needs  the  “special  attention”  only 
data  entry  people  can  give.  Call  (Catherine  at 
426-4469.  _ (C) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
write  news  rotes.  News  writing  experierxre  rot 
necessary.  5  hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie 
at  426-4469  (or  more  info. _ (C) 


HELP  WANTED 

GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

GCN  is  seeking  a  Design 
Director,  beginning  3/87, 
and  a  Features  Editor, 
beginning  4/87.. 


Design  Director:  Establish  overall 
design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the 
layout  and  proofreading  functions  on 
production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to 
volunteer  artists)  front  cover, 
centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book 
supplement  graphics,  as  well  as  promo¬ 
tional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc. 
Qualifications:  Strong  graphic 
design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type 
specifications,  knowledge  of  printing 
techniques  and  previous  related  ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Application 
deadline:  February  28. 

FEATURES  EDITOR:  Recruit  and  sus¬ 
tain  pool  of  volunteer  writers.  Assign 
and  edit  weekly  feature  articles  and 
calendar  and  monthly  book  review. 
Assist  in  design  of  features  pages; 
responsible  for  lay-out  of  features 
pages.  Requires  writing  and  editing  ex¬ 
perience,  strong  verbal,  organizational 
and  interpersonal  skills  and  ability  to 
work  with  deadlines.  Lay-out  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Application  deadline: 
March  27. 

All  positions  require  familiarity  w/gay 
and  lesbian  community;  commitment 
to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism, 
anti-racism  and  collective  decision 
making;  awareness  of  class  issues. 
Salaries  and  benefits  $180/week  and 
fully  paid  health  and  life  Insurance, 
sick  time  and  four  weeks'  paid  vaca¬ 
tion.  Each  position  offers  the  staff 
member  responsibility  for  his/her  own 
job,  with  some  flexible  hours  and  am¬ 
ple  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  immediately  to  GCN 
Search  Committee,  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  Street,  5th  floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par- 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. _ (C) 


PUBLICATIONS 

NEWS  TO  REVUES 
EROTIC  TO  NOSTALGIC 
PICTORIALS  TO  POETRY 

Worlds  of  gay/lesbian  periodicals.  Over 
200  nat'l/int'l  magazine  and  newspaper 
listings.  $2.  The  Arcanum.  POB  43046. 
Austin,  TX  78745. _ (32) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To;  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly. 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V15.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
Issues!  Write  'off  out  backs'  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $11/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
M  A  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism.  Spirituality,  and  Politics," 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge.  MA 
02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
Issue  to;  On  Our  Backs.  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 


ROSIE’S  PLACE 

Needs  a  building  manager  to  maintain 
buildings,  grounds,  and  equiment. 
Starting  salary  is  17,000.  For  job 
descriptions  call  442-9322.  (31) 


HELP  WANTED 

PART  TIME  ATTENDANT 
Care  for  dis  feminist  writer.  Hrs.  need¬ 
ed  very  flex,  weekend  am  vital,  others 
avail,  ask.  No  lifting  nec.  but  I  prefer 
those  w/strength  &  balance.  Exp  not 
nec.  will  train,  but  need  reliable  (male 
too!)  feminists.  Call  232-5956  pm.  Let 
phone  ring _ (C) 

LADYSLIPPER  JOB  OPENING 
Exciting  opportunity  at  Ladyslipper  for 
someone  with  management  &  business 
skills  &  experience,  knowledge  &  love 
of  women's  music;  &  dedication  to 
women's  culture.  Salary  neg.  Send 
resume  ASAP.  Attn:  Personnel, 
Ladyslipper,  PO  Box  3124.  Durham  NC 

27705.  J31, 

ESCORTS  WANTED 
Good-looking  personable  guys  wanted 
(or  exclusive  bodyrub  or  escort  service. 
Call  Cliff  437-0711.  (32) 

SOJOURNER  EDITORIAL  JOBS 

Nat’l.  feninist  newspaper  sTts  2 
dynamic  editors.  Edit/plan  monthly 
issues,  oversee  production,  finances, 
fundraising,  subscription  campaigns, 
coordinate  staff.  Women  of  color  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  $20,000.  Send 
resume,  writing  samples,  letter  of  in¬ 
terest  by  Feb.  23  to:  Search  Committee, 
Sojourner,  143  Albany  St.  Camb,  MA 
02139. _ (30) 

ANIMAL  HOSPITAL  RECEPTIONIST 

Part-time  receptionist  wanted  for  newly 
established  small  animal  hospital  in 
Boston's  South  End.  Light  typing  re¬ 
quired.  Computer  and  animal  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Contact  Hilary, 
266-6619.  (32) 

NURSE  PRACTITIONER 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  is 
looking  for  a  full-time  NP  for  challeng¬ 
ing  primary  care-triage/AIDS  research 
position,  full  benefits.  Send  resume  to 
M.  Moon,  FCHC,  16  Haviland  St., 

Boston,  MA  02115 _ (30) 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSE  SPECIALIST 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Service 
has  an  immediate,  full-time  opening  for 
a  MSW  with  a  minimum  of  2  years 
substance  abuse  experience.  Position 
involves  direct  service  to  21  individual 
clients  and  rotational  leadership  of 
Sobriety,  Substance  Abuse  Education, 
and  Collateral  Groups.  Requirements 
include  one  possible  triage  evaluation 
weekly;  rotation  on  agency's  after-hour 
on-call  beeper  system;  and  representa¬ 
tion  of  agency  in  the  Substance  Abuse 
Treatment  network.  GLCS  is  a  licensed, 
outpatient  mental  health  clinic. 
Recovering  candidates  must  have  2 
years  sobriety.  Competitive  benefit 
package.  Women  &  minorities  encour¬ 
aged  to  apply.  GLCS  is  an  AA/EEO 
Employer.  Resumes:  Alan  Tweedy, 
LICSW,  Clinical  Director,  GLCS,  6 
Hamilton  Place.  Boston.  MA  02108.  (30) 


HELP  WANTED _ 

ARCHITECT 

Seeking  bright  person  with  Arch, 
degree,  desigh,  working  drawing,  and 
some  project  management  experience 
to  work  on  office  and  hospital  renova¬ 
tion  projects  in  small  friendly  office  in 
Harvard  Square.  Call  Bruce  Scott  at 
Russell  &  Scot  Architects,  661-5880  im¬ 
mediately^ _ (^) 

Secretary  for  small  Cambridge  law  firm 
near  Central  Square,  Legal  experience 
not  required.  $14  000  plus  benefits. 
Please  call  576-4659. _ (X) 

DISABLED  LESBIAN  NEEDS 
ATTENDANT 

Woman  needed  Fri.,  Sal.  and  Sun.  3 
days,  $240  clear.  Personal  care  (or 
disabled  Lesbian  art  therapist.  $140 
clear  for  48  hr  shi(t/$210  clear  (or  72  hr 
shift. 

I  am  paralysed  from  the  neck  down.  I 
need  attendants.  I  prefer  to  hire  Les¬ 
bians.  Most  women  who  work  for  me 
stay  an  average  of  1-2  years.  This 
means  I  need  to  fill  at  least  2  or  3  posi¬ 
tions  a  year.  I  need  women  now  and  will 
need  more  women  over  the  next  year.  I 
need  women  who  will  be  my  body  and 
help  me  do  my  art,  accompany  me  on 
speaking  engagements,  write  for  me, 
help  me  draw  with  my  mouth,  feed  me, 
dress  and  toilet  me,  all  under  my  direc¬ 
tion. 

If  you  have  a  drivers  license,  are  able  to 
lift  110  lbs,  are  a  light  sleeper,  non 
smoker,  reponsible  and  able  to  follow 
directions,  and  are  interested  in  learn¬ 
ing  new  skills,  please  call  Connie  Pan- 
zarino  at  524-0921. _ (M) 

POSITION  WANTED 

APPRENTICESHIP?? 

I  am  an  intelligent,  mechanically  inclin¬ 
ed,  open,  carihg,  holistic-minded  male. 

I  seek  a  position  in  the  Boston  area, 
with  some  pay  —  working  w/my  hands 
-I-  tools.  I  have  rebuilt  all  of  my  own 
bicycles.  10AM-9PM.  262-7320.  Kenji. 

Business  Investor 

BAKERY  NEEDS  INVESTORS 
As  You  Like  It  catering  is  opening  a 
bakery  in  the  Malden  area.  I  need  in¬ 
vestors  to  help  me  open  my  doors.  If 
you  are  int.  please  call  for  more  info. 
Thank  you.  321-3475. _ (32) 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon 
All  ads  are  prepaid 
No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


.STATE. 


APT. 

-ZIP. 


PHONE  C 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 

Head 
Lines 


Head 

Lines 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

.75 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business  _ 

_ X 

.50 

TOTAL 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  = _ 


TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = _ 

SUBTOTAL  =  _ 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  paymer.t  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  21-30  consec.  wks 
for  31  -t-  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 
Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.OO  = 

TOTAL  = 


10%  =  .. 

15%  =  _ 

20%  =  _ 


■ 

I 

I 

rf 


.Page  14  •  .Gay  Community  . News,  February  22-28,  J987 


C  t, 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’S  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED  ORGANIZATIONS 


Amusing,  fairly  neat,  non-dogmatic, 
GW  seeks  same  tor  2BR,  5RM  J.P.  apt 
near  forest  hills,  T;  D/D,  hdwd  fir,  off-st 
pking.  $282.50.  Avail  imed.  Call 
Kathryn,  522-6821  or  491-4633.  (32) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
GWF  sks  IF  for  spacious  ,  Ite,  3bdrm 
apt  in  W.  Som.  Conv.  to  buses,  grt  loc. 
Aval  I  3/1  or  4/1 .  $250  ■¥  .  623-5739  <32) 

BROOKLINE  RENT— CONTROL 
LF,  30,  sks  2  rmts.  One  for  March  1,  and 
one  for  April  1.  Womanspace/bib-smok 
apt.  Rent  is  $225/incl  heat.  On  green- 
ling.  Call  232-9349  —  Iv.  mesg.  (31) 

Worcester  LF  30-h  ,  student  sks  sim.  F. 
Pleasant,  safe,  conv  apt.  $243  inci  ht. 
No  pets,  drugs,  minimal  smk,  ale. 
757-2457.  Pep  req. _ (32) 

BOSTON  ROOMMATE  NEEDED! 
L22,  clean,  respons,  w/humor  sks  L(s)  to 
share  apt.  Call  Laura,  267-9423.  (32) 

S'ville  LF  25 -f  for  2  br  apt  nr  T  &  bus. 
Skg  compatible  college-ed  prof  or  grad 
stud.  No  drugs,  pets  or  cigs.  $275  +  .  Lv 
msg  at  623-7415. _ (32) 

2  LFs  seek  LF  for  lovely  Pearl  St.  Apt. 
Cambridgeport  semi-co-op,  255 -t-, 
576-3103.  (31) 

2  LF  artists  looking  for  non-smoking 

3rd  to  share  spacious,  caring  and 
creative  home.  4blks  frm  Watertown 
Sq.,  Buses. $21 7 -t-.  Call 924-21 28.  (31) 

JP  LFs  seek  3rd,  beaut  apt,  orange  line. 
Share  food,  chores,  respect. 
Drug/smk/alc/pet  free.  267  + .  Let's 
create  a  home.  426-9448.  W;  522-2921. 
(31) 

VISIT  ROXBURY,  THEN  DECIDE 

Rmmts  wanted  to  share  compl.  renov 
Viet,  w/yds.  Fort  Hill/Kittridge  Sq  tew 
min/wk  to  new  Orange  line.  No  pets/ 
smokers.  Call  Peter  445-4731  for  more 
info.  $325/mo  incI  heat. _ (30) 

WATERTOWN 

3  Independent,  friendly,  fun  &  responsi¬ 

ble  LFs  seek  4th  for  1st  floor  of  house. 
$212.50 -k  Va  of  utils.  Avail  3/1/87.  Call 
926-9046.  For  details.  No  ans,  leave 
message. _ ^ _ (^) 

LF  seeks  to  share  renov  3  bd  rm  apt 
(porch  &  yard)  near  T,  on  St  pking.  Sorry, 
no  pets.  Seek  respon,  clean,  humored 
indiv.  Call  Darci  at  625-8573  or  Iv  msg. 
March  1  or  before. _ (30) 

BI-FEMALE  WANTS  SAME 
Cozy  area  close  to  Cinti.Just  bring 
yourself.  Come  share  my  good  fortune; 
4310  Batavia  Meadow  Drive  no.  7 
Batavia,  Ohio  45103. _ (^) 

Seeking  LF  to  share  unfurn  2'/2  Bdrm 
apt  near  Fitchburg  State  College  w/d  no 
smokers/pets/drugs.  $292.5  -k  includes 
heat.  1-342-4031  evenings  late.  (32) 

BROOKLINE/BOSTON 
GF  35,  seeks  mat.  considerate  clean 
GF  spirtl.  veg.  Would  be  nice  no  hvy 
drugs  or  ale.  Smk  ok  for  rent  cont.  nice 
2  bdr.  apt  on  Green  line.  $257.50  incis 
heat,  no  pets.  Call  after  8:30.ASAP. 
232-3139. _ ^) 

Seeking  LF  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  in 
Boston.  NearT.  Pkg  avail,  laundry,  pool, 
garden.  Must  be  neat/resp.  No  smokers/ 
pets.  $350  inci  heat  536-0147.  (32) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

SPACE  NEEDED 

A  group  of  lesbians  meeting  for  an  in¬ 
ternational  conference  March  27-29 
need  space:  sleeping  for  25-30  w/6 
meeting  rooms  and  a  kitchen.  Can  you 
help  with  a  very  low  rent  location?  Call 
Kim  at  426-4469  or  write  box  6194 
Boston,  MA02114. _ (^) 

APARTMENTS 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.  H-1437  for  current  repo  l‘st.  (34) 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 

_  (15.20) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.)  _ 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
_ Jl) 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (15.3) 

THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 

"16  years  of  quality  service" 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
"Call  661-0550  Anytime" 
_ (V  14.32) 

From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI  VANS 

■  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  H0UR  DELIVERY 
>  Lie.  and  INS. 


236-1848 


SERVICES 


"TAX  TAMER"  Expert  income  tax 
work  at  reasonable  rates.  Long  or  short 
forms,  6  years  pro  experience  gay  own- 
ed  and  operated.  436-2583. _ (39) 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 
^  739-7860 

MASS  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC 
INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7632 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•Diagr>osis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office 
Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  flwoon  SIraaC  BtxkHne  232- 14 


D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8;pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 -H,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pjn.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (V14.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 

_ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian.  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_ _ ^ _ (V14.32) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ _ (11?) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_ (VI  5.23) 


USEFUL  ADDRESSES: 

[Let  them  know  gay 
prisoners  exist!] 

Nat’l  Gay  &  Lesbian  Task  Force 
1517  U  St.  NW 
Wash.  DC  20009 
Nat’l  Coalition  of  Black 
Lesbians  &  Gays 
930  F  St.NW,  Washington  DC 
20004 

Just  Us  (legal  aid) 

1001  Wilbur  Ct.No.8 
Gretna,  LA  7(X)56 
ACLU  National  Gay  Rights  Proj 
633  South  Shatto  Place, 

Los  Angeles,  CA  90005. 

ACLU  National  Prison  Project, 

1616  P  St.  NW 
Wash  DC  20036. 

National  Lawyers  Guild 
Gay  Rights 
3501  S.  Congress  Ave 
Lake  Worth,  FL  33461 
(305)964-9455 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders  (GLAD) 

Box  218,  Boston,  MA  02112 
Gay  Rights  Advocates 
540  Castro  St. 

San  Francisco  CA  941 14 
(415)  863-3624 
Lambda  Legal  Defense 
132  W  43rd,  NYC  10036 
(212)  944-9488 
Gay  Men’s  Parole  Outreach 
1154  N.  Western  Ave.  No. 202 
Los  Angeles,  (TA  90029 
Nat’l  Alliance  of  Mental 
Patients,  c/o  Box  618 
Sioux  Falls,  SD  57101 
Lawyers  for  Human  Rights 
(California  prisoners  only) 

PO  Box  480318, 

LA,  CA  90048. 

Black  and  White  Men  Together 
(an  interracial  gay  men’s 
network  with  chapters  in 
30  cities;  political  and 
educational  programs) 

BWMT,  584  Castro  St. 

San  Francisco  CA  94114 
MACT  (Men  of  All  Colors  Together 
Box  148,  New  York  NY  10023 
North  Amer.  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc. 
(NAMBLA)-Bulletins  for  persons 
imprisoned  for  sex  with  ‘minors’ 
c/o  Rock  Thatcher,  781  W.  Oakland 
Pk.Blvd  1)615,  Ft  Lauderdale  FL  33311 
Prisoners  Union 
(for  Cal.  prisoners) 

1315  18th  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
Prisoners  Rights  Project 
(for  New  York  prisoners) 

Legal  Aid  Society 
15  Park  Row 
New  York  City  10038 
Joint  Venture  (penpals) 

Box  26-8484,  Chicago  IL  60626 


TRAVEL 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  Street 
at  Boston’s  Park  Plaza 


(§) 


n 

)LA  2 


RESORTS 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Cozy  woman-only  Inn  located  in  the 
heart  of  snow  country  -  Vermont.  Ski 
from  our  door  on  miles  of  packed  trails. 
Reasonable  rates,  gorgeous  scenery 
from  every  window.  3Vt  hrs.  from 
Boston.  Mid-week  discounts.  Call  (802) 
533-7772. _ (29) 

CHECK’ER  OUT 

ATTHECHECK’ERINN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  park¬ 
ing.  Apartments  also  available.  1  block 
bay,  open  year  'round.  487-9029, 25  Win- 
throp  St.  Provincetown  MA  02657.  (20) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 
The  down-home  place  of  your  dreams 
in  north  country  New  Hampshire. 
Cross-country  ski  from  our  back  door, 
warm  up  in  the  hot  tub.  Down-hill  ski¬ 
ing,  sleigh  rides  &  skating  nearby.  You 
owe  yourself  a  visit  to  the  Highlands 
Inn.  (603)  869-3978.  Box  118G 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  Grace  &  Judi, 
Inn  keepers. _ {M) 

SWEET  CAROLINE 

A  new  women’s  guest  house  right 
around  the  corner  from  Duval  Street  in 
Historic  Key  West,  Patricia  Major,  MD, 
owner.  529  Caroline  Street.  Key  West. 
FL,  33040,  or  call  (305)  296-51 73  (’38) 

MARTHA’S  VINEYARD 
Some  Ferry  Reservations  available 
(auto).  2  or  3  BR  Townhouses  fully  fur¬ 
nished  w/sun  deck.  Tennis,  pond, 
clubhouse.  Near  ocean  beaches,  gold. 
From  350/wk  till  June  27.  from  650Jwk 
In-Season.  For  bfochure/rates,  write 
P.O.  Box  222,  Winchester,  MA  01890 
(617)729-1230!  _ (30) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


ro  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  ANO.OUT  O', 
PRISON  FIOHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONOAG& 
AtMartdcr  Bwknwn,  Prison  Uomolit  of  or* 
IwrchteB. 


GAY  PRISONERS  & 
‘PROTECTIVE  CUSTODY’ 
Legal  issues  &  cases  around  how  I 
to  get  in  and  out  of  PC  and! 
other  ISOLATION  situations: 
write  to  GCN  for  ‘Prisons 
Within  Prisons’  and  we’il  send  it  | 
to  you.  (FREE!)  (smile) 


Used  (foreign)  STAMPS— FREE! 

I  We  have  some  used  stamps  that  we’ve  I 
been  collecting  this  year  and  will  pass 
them  on  to  those  prisoners  who  collect 
stamps.  Please  write  for  some  ONLY  if 
you’ve  checked  to  see  if  you  can  get -used 
stamps  through  the  mail.  We’ll  wait  a  | 
month  and  see  how  many  requests  we  get, 
then  we’ll  divide  them  up  equally  among  | 
the  askers  and  send  them  out,  so  be  pa- 


WHY  ARE  GAY/LESBtAN  PRISONERS  | 
SO  HARO  ON  EACH  OTHER? 

We  know  guards  etc.  are  hard  on  usj 
(they're  scared  of  losing  control),  and  [ 
we  know  strait  prisoners  are  tool 
(they’re  scared  of  admitting  how  good  | 
relationships  with  other  men/women 
can  be);  but  WHY  are  gay/lesbian 
prisoners  so  often  unwilling  to  be 
friends/lovers  with  EACH 
OTHER?????  Mike  would  like  to  do  a 
piece  on  this  and  needs  some  help. 
Let  me  hear  from  you  (y’all).  Thaniw. 


FREE  GAY  MUSIC  CASSETTE! 
Tom  Wilson-Weinberg  is  offering 
some  FREE  copies  of  his  "Ten  Per¬ 
cent  Revue”  musical  (including 
“Homo  Haven  Fight  Song,"  and 
“Flaunting  It!”)  Limited  quantity! 
Write  now  to  GCN/Mike,  167  Tremont, 
Boston  MA  02111 


(PRISONER  PROJECT  NOTE:  ALL 
PENPALS  SHOULD  BE  AWARE 
THAT  CELLS  MAY  BE  RAIDED  AT 
ANY  TIME,  SO  IF  YOUR  PENPAL 
DOESN'T  WRITE,  IT  MAY  BE  THAT 
HE/SHE  HAS  “LOST”  YOUR 
ADlWESS.l _ 

cecccceeecel 

NOTE  TO  PRISONER 
Before  you  write  someone  In  another 
prison,  you  might  check  with  some  ol 
the  other  prisoners  to  see  it  the 
authorities  there  (in  their  tearful  at¬ 
tempt  to  keep  you  from  forming  unions 
or  organizing  in  any  way)  issue 
disciplinary  warnings  tor  writing  other 
prisoners.  If  they  keep  you  from  com¬ 
municating  with  each  other  and  keep 
you  fighting  with  each  othet,  they  have 
less  to  worry  about  you  coming  out 
against  the  prison  system  itself.  Think 
about  it! 


SOUTHEASTERN  PENPALS!!! 

The  Front  Page,  a  gay/lesbian  paper 
in  N.Car.  will  run  penpal  ads  on  a 
space  available  basis  (free)  for 
prisoners  (only)  from  these  states;  ,| 
NC,  SC,  TN,  VA,  WV  and  GA.  Please  | 
don't  expect  them  to  answer  letters. 
Front  Page,  Box  25642,  Raleigh,  NC 
27611 


ll'm  24.  My  interests  are  softball,  hik- 
ling,  camping  and  unicorns.  Enjoy 
jworking  with  the  elderly.  I’d  like  to 
Istart  writing  someone  and  get  to  I 
I  know  each  other.  I  also  write  poetry  j 
(and  draw.  Cindy  L.  SHAW.  865208,  I 
JlWP  1-1,  401  N.  Randolph,  In- 1 
Idianapolis,  IN  46201. 

I’m  interested  in  a  gay  woman  for  a  I 
I  penpal  who  is  interested  in  a  gay 
iagressa  like  myself.  Someone  out- 
Iside  prison  please.  I  don’t  have  a  job  | 
(or  income  so  please  send  SASE. 
IFrances  HASKINS,  4756,  Box  180,  | 
iMuncy  PA  17756. 

I  Very  aggressive,  very  dominant  Les- 1 
bian  seeking  correspondence  with 
others.  No  games  please.  My  hobbies 
are  many  and  include  long  walks, 
reading  and  listening  to  music  for  | 
relaxation  and  mellowing  out.  Can 
correspond  with  all:. Inside  and  out. 
No  males,  please.  C.J.  “Lizzard”  I 
McGREGOR,  PO  Box  7007,  Carson  Ci¬ 
ty  NV  89702 


[serving  time  in  MINNESOTA  (!)  and! 
would  like  someone  to  write  and  I 
WARM  ME  UP!  I've  been  convicted  of  | 

I  a  property  crime  and  like  CW  music,  [ 
[travel,  children  and  am  a  homebody  1 
by  nature,  Tom  PONCHIK,  02284-041,  | 
Box  4600,  Rochester  MN  55903 _ 

Black  pre-op  TS,  clean  and  sexy,  en- 
[joys  reading,  bowling,  modeling,! 
skating  and  making  love.  Seeking  I 
masculine  man  who  is  honest  and! 

I  sincere.  Photo  appreciated.  Race  not  I 
important.  Orlando  HARRIS,  156259,  j 
Box  7,  Moberly  MO  65270. 

I  Gay  man  would  like  to  receive  male  I 
from  other  gay  men.  All  who  write  will  [ 
receive  answers.  Promptly,  Thomas  I 
E.  CLARK,  289738  (C-2-16),  Box  777,] 
Monroe  WA  98272 _ 

I’m  into  swimming,  cooking,  hiking,  [ 
music  and  the  beach.  I’m  hoping  to  I 
meet  someone  for  a  real  relationship. 
Dennis  JONES,  394877,  Box  16,  | 
Lovelady  TX  75851. 

I  am  seeking  long  term  relationships  | 
and  will  answer  all  replys  and  care  for 
those  who  care  for  themselfs.  Paul  | 
EDWARDS,  D-30377,  Box  267,  j 
Chester  GA  31012. _ 

Looking  for  a  caring,  sensitive,  loving  I 
man  so  we. can  become  penpals,  j 
Chad  PITMAN,  856972,  Box  41, 
Michigan  City  IN  46360 _ 

Former  aerospace  engineer  and  part-| 
time  pilot  for  underground  groups  fly¬ 
ing  into  Latin  America,  speak  Eng  &  I 
Span  fluently,  looking  for  penpals 
and  wondering  if  there’s  anybody  out 
there  interested  in  hearing  about 
discrimination  against  gays  ini 
I  prison?  Please  write.  PatrIckI 
KEARNEY,  88913  Rm  B/5C-202,  Box| 
1902,  Tehachapi  CA  93561 


Kind,  understanding  individual  would] 
like  to  hear  from  gays,  TVs  and  TSs.  I 
Majored  in  Accounting,  minored  in  [ 
I  psych.  Master  leather  crafter.  No| 
stamps  or  SASE  please.  Robert  J. 
BENITEZ,  87388-Pine  1,  Angola  LA| 
70712. _ 

Former  criminal  attorney  desires  cor-  j 
I  respondence.  50  yrs  old,  like  to  help  j 
I  with  answers  to  questions  concern-  [ 
I  ing  any  litigation.  Loves  younger] 
[men.  Philip  TWIDDY,  09716-056,  Box] 
(4000,  Springfield  MO  65608. 

(Sensuous  She/Male  seeks  serious  j 

[mate  who  will  write  me  while  I  am  in 
(prison.  I  have  black  hair,  sexy 
I  bedroom  eyes,  a  sweet  sensuous  j 
I  mouth  and  eyes  and  34C  breasts.  I’m 
easy  going,  extremely  passionate  and 
I  have  a  decent  sense  of  humor.  J.  j 
JOHNSON,  85C  194,  135  State  St,  [ 
I  Auburn  NY  13024. _ 

Seeking  someone  for  a  meaningful ! 

relationship.  It’s  lonely  in  here.  Will 
anyone  take  the  time  to  care.  Stamp  1 
appreciated.  Thomas  MOSIER, 
EF-1 77805,  Box  276,  Chester  GA 
31012. 


Outdoorsy’  male  seeking  a  real,  no 
bull  friend.  My  interests  are  camping, 
fishing,  working  out  and  making  long, 
slow  love.  Joe  EVANGELISTA,  79867, 
Box  F-1,  Leesburg  NJ  08327. _ 

Passive  and  gentle,  looking  for  rela¬ 
tionship.  Sheldon  FIRESTONE, 
424706,  Rt  1  Box  1077,  Brazoria  TX 
77422. 


I  just  became  aware  of  your  beautiful 
mag  thru  a  friend  here.  Its  very  rare 
when  you  come  across  gay  literature 
in  here,  where  it’s  looked  upon  as  a 
great  sin.  I’d  like  to  write  someone. 
I’m  into  music,  astrology,  mature, 
quiet  times  and  realness.  Thank  you. 
Danny  K.  McGREW,  Box  137,  Tillery 
NC  27887 


I  need  some  friends  to  write  and 
stand  by  me.  I’m  a  black  male,  like  all 
kinds  of  people,  basketball,  and  also 
drawing  and  writing  poetry.  Please 
write.  Edward  JONES,  95384,  Box  128, 
Eddyville  KY  42038 


February  21 
to 

March  6 

21  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Angry  Arts  presents  First 
Oliver  North  Film  Festival  State  of  Siege, 
and  Three  Days  of  the  Condor.  YWCA,  Cen¬ 
tral  Sq.  7:30PM.  $3  donation.  Also  Sun. 
Info;  547-7925. 

Brookline  —  Join  Am  Tikva  for  “Game  and 
Social  Nite."  Bring  board  games  and 
“Nosherei.”  Workmen’s  Circle,  1762 
Beacon  St.  8PM.  Info:  782-8894. 

Cambridge  —  Amethyst  Women  game  and 
dance  night.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1150  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  $4,  sliding 
scale.  Free  childcare,  drug-  and  alcohol- 
free  event. 

22  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Neighbors  brunch.  Doyle's  Cafe, 
Washington  St.  11AM.  Info;  522-6253. 
Nevy^comers  welcome. 

Boston  —  A  radio  profile  of  Audre  Lorde. 
WGBH,  89.7  FM.  5PM. 

Boston  —  Gay/Lesbian  Unitarian  Univer- 
salists  alternative  spirituality  program.  Arl¬ 
ington  St.  Church,  351  Boylston  St. 
7:30PM.  info:  742-2100,  x256. 

Boston  —  Rock  Against  Sexism  tea  dance 
(disc  party).  1270  Club,  1270  Boylston  St. 
6-10PM.  $2.  Info;  734-1672. 

Boston  —  The  Opera  Company  of  Boston 
presents  Handel’s  Jufius  Caesar,  directed 
by  Peter  Sellars.  539  Washington  St.  3PM. 
Info:  426-5300. 

Cambridge  —  Victoria  Byerly  and  Katie 
Cannnon  read  from  Hard  Times  Cotton  Mill 
Girls:  Personal  Histories  Of  Womanhood 
and  Poverty  in  the  South.  New  Words 
Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St.  3-5PM. 
Free.  Info:  876-5310. 

Cambridge  —  Neighborhood  GALA  potiuck 
supper.  6PM.  All  welcome.  Info:  Larry, 
776-2927,  or  Kathryn,  661-6896. 

Boston  —  Monday  Nite  Bowling  League 
presents  “Camping  Out  for  Your  Benefit,” 
a  musical  comedy  variety  show  to  benefit 
the  AAC.  Spit,  Lansdowne  St.  $10. 

24  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  “Bloodroot  Brewing  Vi¬ 
sions,  Our  Experience  with  Stamina  and 
Friendship,”  a  presentation  by  the 
Bloodroot  Collective.  Sponsored  by  WITCH 
1987  Feminist  Lecture  Series.  8PM.  Info: 
491-3549. 

Boston  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Artists  exhibit, 
“Relationships,”  Mass.  College  of  Art, 
621  Huntington  Ave.  Student  Gallery,  2nd 
floor.  Opening:  5-8PM.  Info:  321-3335. 

Salem  —  North  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  presents  the  Boston  Area  Lesbian 
and  Gay  History  Project  slide  show.  Meier 
Hall,  Salem  State  College,  Rt.  114, 
Lafayette  St.  7PM.  Info:  745-3848. 

Cambridge  —  “Say  it  Sister”  program. 
The  Littie  School:  Tales  of  Disappearance 
and  Survival  in  Argentina  by  Alicia  Portnoy 
WMBR  88.1  FM.  7-8PM. 

Boston  —  Support  Services  Team 
volunteer  orientation.  AAC,  661  Boylston 
St.  7:30PM.  Info:  437-6200. 


Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock,  28  Saturday 


Cambridge  —  Radcliffe  Career  Services 
sponsor  a  panel  on  “Workplace  Issues  for 
Lesbians.”  Cronkhite  Graduate  Center,  6 
Ash  St.  5;30-8PM.  $15,  prepaid  registra¬ 
tion.  Info:  495-8631. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  The 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Childcare 
provided.  6:30-8PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

26  thursday 

Boston  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride  Committee 
open  house.  34  Edgerly  Rd.  7;30PM.  Info: 
267-2113. 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night.  Ail 
welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  8PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  The 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-1 0PM. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Amherst  —  UMass  Program  for  Gay,  Les¬ 
bian  and  Bisexual 'Concerns  presents  ac¬ 
tivist  and  author  George  Lakey.  Memorial 
Hall,  UMass.  7PM.  Info:  545-4824, 

Cambridge  —  Tamara  Jenkins  performs 
“Waiting,”  and  exploration  of  servitude. 
Brattle  Theater,  Harvard  Sq.  8PM.  $7.50. 

Boston  —  Beantown  Women’s  Rugby 

Club  weekly  practice.  New  players  needed. 
Info:  Carmen,  889-4839  or  Kerri, 
731-8358. 

27  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 
welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Gays  at  MIT  Spring  Dance 
for  students  and  their  guests.  Student 
Center,  2nd  floor,  84  Mass.  Ave.  9PM.  $3, 
$2  with  student  ID.  Info:  253-5440. 

Boston  —  AIDS  Action  Committee  Client 
Services  volunteer  training  program.  Info: 
Gary  Beauregard,  437-6200. 

Cambridge  —  LEGACY  potiuck.  Committee 
of  Elders,  Pearl  St.  7PM.  Info:  Ann 
Maguire,  725-3485. 

Brookline  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of 
Jamaica  Plain  ice  skating.  Lars  Anderson 
Park  Skating  Rink.  7-9PM.  Info: 
522-9513. 

Amherst  —  The  UMass.  Program  for  Gay, 
Lesbian,  and  Bisexual  Concerns  presents 
Ten  Percent  Revue.  UMass.  OpenNote  Cof¬ 
feehouse.  8PM.  $3-5  donation.  Info: 
545-4824. 

28  Saturday 

Boston  —  “I  Am  What  I  Wear,”  a  new 
comedy  revue  by  the  United  Fruit  Com¬ 
pany.  Dance  party  will  follow  performance. 
Femme  Core  Space,  464  Harrison  Ave.,  in 
the  South  End.  8PM.  $3.  Info:  547-7728, 
or  350-7598. 


25  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Boston  Bisexuai  Men’s  Net¬ 
work  general  meeting.  Old  Cambridge  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Sq., 
enter  through  side  door.  7:30PM.  Info: 
247-6683. 


Boston  —  New  England  March  on 
Washington  Committee  regional  planning 
meeting.  Piemonte  Room,  Boston  City  Hall. 
Info:  725-4225. 

Cambridge  —  DOB  discussion  “How  Your 
Work  Affects  Your  Reiationship.”  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8PM.  Info:  661-3633. 


Dorchester  —  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  in 
concert.  Strand  Theater,  543  Columbia  Rd. 
8PM.  $15,  $13.50  in  advance,  $1  more  at 
the  door.  Info:  547-1378. 

New  Hampshire  —  Novice/Intermediate 
downhili  skiing  with  Chiltern  Mtn.  Club. 
Carpooling  from  Boston.  Info:  Rob, 
647-5210. 

Boston  —  New  Alliance  Party  sponsors  a 
“New  England  Lesbian  and  Gay  People’s 
Convention.”  UMass.,  100  Arlington  St. 
9AM.  $10.  Info:  522-9759,  or  455-0005. 

march  1  Sunday 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  GALA  potiuck. 

Info:  Joe,  282-7822. 

Boston  —  Metropolitian  Community 
Church,  a  Christian  church  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community.  131  Cambridge  St. 
7PM.  Info:  523-7664. 

Cambridge  —  DOB  Wild  Women  ski  carpool 
to  Gunstock.  Meet  at  Old  Cambridge  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8AM.  Info: 
Mona  Lisa,  566-3838.  v 

2  monday 

Boston  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  of  Na¬ 
tional  Ass’n  of  Social  Workers  monthly 
meeting.  Info:  Sherry  Zitter,  524-4780. 


Peter  Sellars,  22  Sunday 


3  tuesday 

Somerville  —  Media  arts  classes.  Media 
Action,  175  Elm  St.  7:30-9:30PM.  Info: 
625-7882. 

Boston  —  Gay  Fathers  regular  meeting. 
Discussion:  “Your  lover  and  your  child.” 
GLCS,  6  Hamilton  PL,  3rd  floor.  Info: 
742-7897. 

Boston  —  GCN  potiuck  and  membership 
meeting.  All  welcome  to  review  past  issues 
and  help  plan  for  the  future.  167  Tremont 
St.  6PM.  Info:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Former  Nun  lesbian  support 
group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  DOB  forum  presents  New 
Alliance  Party  speaker  on  Nicaragua.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8PM.  Info;  924-1543. 

5  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Hunter  Davis  in  concert. 
Allegra  Coffeehouse,  YWCA,  7  Temple  St., 
Central  Sq.  8PM.  $6.  Info:  547-1378. 

Cambridge  —  Asian  Women  in  Two 
Worlds,  a  3-week  program  of  cultural 
events  and  presentations.  “Families,  Sex¬ 
uality  and  Reproductive  Rights.”  Bdig.  9, 
Rm.  150,  MIT.  7:30PM.  Info:  253-8844. 


6  friday 

Brookline  —  Am  Tikva  Shabbat  services. 
1762  Beacon  St.  at  the  Workmen’s  Circle. 
8PM.  Bring  something  sweet  to  share 
afterwards.  Info:  782-8894. 

Boston  —  “Boston  Dancers  Unite,”  a 
benefit  for  AAC.  New  England  Life  Hall.  In¬ 
fo:  437-6200. 


Karayuki-San  (The  Making  of 

a  Prostitute).  Directed  by  Shohei  /m  l 
amura.  70  minutes. 

Sandaken-8.  Directed  by  Kei  Kuma/.j 
With  Kinyou  Tanaka.  120  minutes.  At  the 
Brattle  theater,  February  24. 

The  newly  reopened  Brattle  Theater 
is  presenting  a  double  bill  of  two  rarely 
seen  films  that  are  not  to  be  missed.  As 
part  of  their  Shohei  Imamura  retrospec¬ 
tive  they  are  screening  his  Karayuki- 
San  {The  Making  of  a  Prostitute).  This 
1975  documentatry  features  interviews 
with  three  women  who  had  been  sold 
into  prostitution  by  their  families  and 
shipped  off  to  Southeast  Asia  to  ac¬ 
company  the  Japanese  military.  When 
the  war  was  over  many  of  these  women 
were  rejected  by  their  parents  —  who 
had  lived  off  their  sent-home  earnings 
—  and  so  were  unable  to  return  to 
Japan.  The  material  here  is  gripping 
and  heart-breaking,  crossing  cultural 
barriers  and  transcending  the  genre  of 
the  documentary  with  a  vision,  and  a 
passion  not  usually  seen. 

The  second  half  of  this  double  bill  is 
even  better.  Sandaken-8,  a  1979  feature 
film  by  Kei  Kumai,  was  inspired  by  Im- 
amura’s  documentary.  It  tells  the  story 
of  a  graduate  student,  from  Japan,  who 
is  investigating  the  lives  of  the  women 
who  were  military  prostitutes  during 
the  Second  World  War.  As  she  delves 
deeper  into  the  history  —  and  especial¬ 
ly  the  life  of  an  older  woman  who  has 
survived  the  experience  —  her  entire 
life  is  turned  aroun(ji.  Her  personal  and 
national  identity  is  challenged  and  her 
political  sense  of  herself  as  a  woman  is 
forced  to  undergo  a  dramatic  change.  If 
you  like  the  blend  of  the  personal  and 
political  in  the  films  of  Margarethe  von 
Trotta,  Sandaken-8  is  not  to  be  missed. 

These  films  almost  never  play 
anywhere  so  it  is  a  good  time  to  catch 
them  here. 

—  Michael  Bronski 


Boys  in  the  Band.  By  Mart 

Crowley.  Triangle  Theater,  The  Penthouse 
Theater,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston.  Beginning 
February  26. 

It’s  hard  to  believe  that  this  play  — 
whose  very  title  has  become  part  of 
vernacular  speech  —  is  twenty  years 
old  this  year.  First  produced  as  a 
showcase  presentation  at  the 
Playwrights’  Unit  in  1968,  it  went  on  to 
open  off-  Broadway  a  year  later.  Runn¬ 
ing  an  even  1000  performances,  it  clos¬ 
ed  —  as  it  had  opened  —  a  huge  hit. 
Clearly  part  of  a  Zeitgeist,  Boys  in  the 
Band  was  running  before,  during  and 
after  the  Stonewall  riots.  Like  it  or  not. 
Boys  in  the  Band  is  part  of  gay  history. 

When  Boys  opened,  both 
mainstream  critics  and  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  approached  it  with  mixed  feel¬ 
ings.  Some  newspaper  scribes  hated 
its  openness  and  crude  language. 
Others  heralded  it  as  a  breakthrough; 
for  the  first  time  a  gay  playwright  was 
writing  about  what  he  wanted  to, 
without  having  to  hide  or  cloak  it  with 
heterosexuality.  Gay  audiences  flock¬ 
ed  to  the  play  which  showed  a  group  of 
gay  friends,  partying,  talking  about 
sex,  and  dealing  with  life’s  little 
dramas.  Other  segments  of  the  com¬ 
munity  were  upset:  they  saw  Boys  in 
the  Band  as  nothing  more  than  a  per¬ 
nicious  collection  of  anti-gay  cliches 
and  stereotypes  —  the  mean  queen, 
the  neurotic  fag,  and  the  lonely  and 
unhappy  homosexual. 

There  have  been  few  revivals  of  Boys 
in  the  Band  in  the  past  few  years;  peo¬ 
ple  are  unsure  how  to  do  it:  tragi¬ 
comedy,  comic  tragedy,  bitch-fest  or 
period  piece.  It’s  a  difficult  play  —  all 
thin  lines  going  in  many  directions.  But 
Triangle  has  leaped  into  production 
and  the  results  will  be  on  display  next 
week. 

—  Michael  Bronski 


Calendar  compiled  by  Terri  L.  Rutter 
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Music,  storytelling, 
poetry,  comedy, 

&  a  special  showing  of 
An  Intelligent  Intercourse 
(A  Tongue-in-Cheek 
Look  at  Sodomy) 


by  Samdperil  Audio-Visual 


LE 

GAV 


United  Fruit  Company 
Jennifer  Justice 
Kate  Rushin 
Tony  Parker 
Rob  &  Jay 


CABARET! 


Saturday,  March  14, 

7:30  p.m.,  Paine  Hall,  Harvard 
(behind  Science  Center) 
Prices:  $10  contributing, 

$7  regular,  $5  low  income 


ASL  interpreted 
for  the  hearing  impaired. 
Wheelchair  accessible. 
Childcare  by  reservation  only: 
Please  call  523*3772  by  March  9 


Limited  seating  will  be  available  at  the  door.  Advance  tickets  may  be  purchased  at: 
New  Words  Bookstore  or  Bodyworks  Gym  (Cambridge)  •  Red  Book  or  Arborway  Video 
(Jamaica  Plain)  •  Glad  Day  Bookshop  or  the  GCN  office  (downtown).  Tickets  are  also 
available  by  mail  from:  GCN  Tickets,  167  Itemont  Street,  Boston  MA  02111. 

SPECIAL  RAFFLE  DRAWING  THE  NIGHT  OF  THE  PERFORMANCE! 

for  more  information  call  426-4469 


An  Evening  of 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Entertainment 

To  Benefit  Gay  Community  News 


